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      Promoting and protecting public services in Europe
EPSU wants to see a European Union that recognizes and supports the role of public services in contributing to sustainable development and quality of life. In an increasingly integrated Europe it is important to tackle issues such as tax dumping and cut-throat competition, which put pressure on public services and concentrate increasing amounts of wealth in fewer and fewer hands. Fair and progressive taxation, good governance and effective regulation are needed to guarantee quality public services for all. 
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                            The City of Amsterdam has developed a guide to assist its procurement officers when buying clothes.
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                            A public hearing of the European Parliament (EP) committee on the internal market and consumer protection took place on 11 November 2004, at which a debate on the draft Directive was held.
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                            EPSU's initial response to the Green Paper on PPPs is critical of the Commisison's narrow focus for the consultation excercise.
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                            The European Commission has published on 4 May 2004 its Green paper on applying Community law to Public-Private Partnerships.
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                            In a clear rebuke to aggressive lobbying by private sector interests, Parliament reversed, in plenary vote, the negative position of its Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee on the Green Paper on Services of General Interest.
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                            Press release, 17 December 2003 The vote on 15 December on the report by MEP Philippe Herzog on the Commission’s Green Paper on Services of General Interest is a real blow to Social Europe.
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                            September 2003 - Paper David Hall, PSIRU - The relationship between public services (or services of general interest - SGI ) and the treaty of the European Union (EU) has become an increasingly important issue.
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                            Many public authorities have contracts with private sector contractors for supplies, works and services. The European Union has several directives dating back to the 1970s, which apply to these contracts.
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                            The Ethical Trading Initiative is an alliance of companies, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and trade union organisations committed to working together to identify and promote ethical trade.
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                            A PSI-EPSU team of eight elected and appointed officers met with Pascal Lamy, the European Union Trade Commissioner, to discuss our concerns about the current GATS negotiations on February 17, 2003.
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