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            Firefighters’ union takes on government over cancer ruling
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                            Public service union, Fagforbundet, that represents firefighters is taking legal action to try to overturn a decision by the social insurance court that cancer doesn’t quality as an occupational disease. There was a long struggle by firefighters to get occupational injury compensation as a result of being more exposed to certain types of cancer more than other workers. This was achieved in 2016 and several workers have received this compensation. However, a new ruling reverses this decision. The union argues that there is no new knowledge or research to justify any changes. Several recent



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            Fagforbundet (NO)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Mar. 19, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            The safety and staffing challenges facing health and social services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade unions across Europe are responding to government measures to tackle the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Health

                            Health and Safety

                            Staffing levels

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Aug. 30, 2018
        
                    
                    
        
                            2018 August epsucob@NEWS 17

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            More workers take action against care company

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            More workers have come forward to join legal action against the Aleris care company following revelations about employment and working conditions made earlier this month (see epsucob@NEWS 16). Public service union Fagforbundet says that the company is avoiding its social, employment and tax obligations by taking workers on as self-employed "consultants" rather than employees. The union has taken this up with the authorities and a further eight workers have joined the 17 who were already involved in legal action. Some of these workers have been summarily dismissed or are given excessive hours



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            Fagforbundet (NO)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Aug. 16, 2018
        
                    
                    
        
                            2018 August epsucob@NEWS 16

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union reports care company to labour and tax authorities
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                            The Fagforbundet trade union has reported the Aleris Ungplan and Boi private care company to the authorities for possible breaches of labour, health and safety, tax and even criminal law. The union has taken up cases for a number of workers who have been denied their rights on pay, sick pay and pensions and forced to work excessive hours. The cases mainly involve workers who were taken on as "consultants" rather than employees so that the company could avoid paying pension, sickness and other costs. The company is a subsidiary of a major private sector health and social care provider, Aleris
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            Firefighters get prostate cancer recognised as occupational disease

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            Public services union Fagforbundet has welcomed the news that the national Labour and Welfare Administration has recognised prostate cancer as an occupational disease affecting firefighters. The union says that firefighters and lawyers worked on the case for five years in order to convince the authorities to recognise the disease. The union is now calling on firefighters who have been diagnosed with the disease and exposed to fires and toxic substances to come forward for an assessment to see if they quality for compensation.
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            Union calls on municipalities to end contracts with nursing agency
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                            The Fagforbundet public services trade union has called on municipalities to end any contracts with the Orange nursing staff agency. Local authorities in Oslo and Bergen have already terminated contracts with the company following evidence of its infringement of various regulations including health and safety law. The company also failed to maintain services to users and to comply with demands from the authorities to meet the terms of its contract. Fagforbundet says the company is also guilty of paying wages well below the sector agreement while press reports have revealed the company's tax
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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