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            Mediterranean trade unions on public services, European parliament elections and the extreme-right

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The recent elections in several European countries that resulted in gains for extreme-right parties and even brought them into government were discussed at the constituency of the Mediterranean unions.
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            Solidarity with workers in Ukraine and Belarus

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Not being able to travel due to the war between Russia and Ukraine, Yuri Pizhuk the chair of Ukrainian State workers and of the constituency spoke via a video chat with unions leaders of North East Europe in EPSU.
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                            2023 March EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.7

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            General strike forces government to pause legal reforms
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                            A general strike organised by the Histradut confederation was a key part of the national mobilisation against the government coalition’s plans to weaken the role of the Supreme Court. As a result the government, which includes parties of the far right, said the proposals that would prevent the Court from ruling on legislation and allow the government to appoint judges, would be put on hold.
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            Call for carers to join union and push for collective agreement

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Estonia


        

                
                
        
                            The EAKL trade union confederation reports that the state wants to give additional pay to carers from July, which requires trade unions and employers to negotiate an agreement. Monthly pay in nursing homes varies from €725 to €1300 per month, depending on the region. EAKL says that trade unions want to negotiate a minimum wage for care workers in a sector collective agreement with a view to achieving the same level as that in the collective agreement for health workers where the minimum wage for care workers in health care institutions is set to reach €1160. With staff shortages reaching
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                            After seven years with no update to the main public sector framework agreement the Histradut trade union organisation reports that negotiations have delivered a salary increase of 11% over the next four years up to April 2027 along with a lump sum of NIS 6,000 (€1575) designed to help cope with the cost of living. Workers will get a two-hour cut in working week from 42 to 41 hours in June 2023 and from 41 to 40 hours in January 2025. There will also be special salary adjustments for a range of occupations, particularly in health and social care. Meanwhile, the union has negotiated an agreement
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            Union makes breakthrough at Fresenius
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                            The UCAPSE trade union has made a significant breakthrough by negotiating the first collective agreement covering 500 employees at Nefromor a subsidiary of the Fresenius Medical Care multinational. UCAPSE managed to organise workers in 2018 and has since been involved in long and complex negotiations to achieve a collective agreement which now covers pay, minimum wages, working time, education funds, pensions and shift allowances. There are backdated pay increases of 3.25% for 2021 and 3% for 2022. The hourly rate for the lowest paid will rise to around €8.40 (legal minimum wage is €7.73). The
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            Northeast European group of unions cover many problems

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The unions listened to the update of the Ukrainian union leaders on how the continued aggression of the Russian Federation is causing devastation in Ukraine.
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            Unions in Northeastern Europe express solidarity with Ukrainian workers and people

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fighting continues after the Russian army invaded Ukraine. The Ukrainian unions thank all for the messages of solidarity and support. It is now important to turn that in concrete assistance. The financial support via the ETUC/ITUC solidarity fund remains important.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Solidarity

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Feb. 09, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            ITUC calls on UN to expose Illegal Corporate Operations in Palestine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The UN Human rights office published a data based of companies operating in illegal settlements in Palestine.
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            Court rules against university’s anti-union actions
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                            The Davar news website reports that last month the Regional Labour Court ordered Tel Aviv University to pay 150,000 shekels (€42,500) to the research laboratory workers’ union in compensation for obstructing its efforts to unionize. The Court said the university tried to fire the chair of the union and dock the salary of another union member. It ordered the university to rescind the dismissal of the union chair, Dr Moti Ronen, and bring him back to work under the same contractual agreements that preceded his dismissal. The university is also required to pay back in full the salary it docked
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            Addressing the Covid and post-Covid world of work by unions in North East Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Unions continue to deal with the pandemic and its impact in the region.
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            Union signs stress agreement with ministry of finance
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                            The ROTAL state and local government employees’ union has signed an agreement with the ministry of finance on recommended principles for maintaining mental health in the work environment. The agreement recognises that a large proportion of civil servants are exposed to intellectual and psychological challenges in their daily work, and that maintaining mental health in the work environment is therefore a key occupational safety issue. The agreement will allow for a range of measures to be taken to mitigate psycho-social risk factors such as making work organization and the workplace suitable
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            Confederation backs calls for pay rises for frontline workers 
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                            The EAKL trade union confederation has called for real wage increases for frontline workers, particularly in the light of all their efforts during the pandemic. Negotiations on health workers’ pay are now continuing through a national conciliator and EAKL is particularly concerned that the pressures on the service need to be addressed and particularly the low levels of pay that is driving workers away from the sector. Meanwhile the confederation reports that negotiations on the salaries of emergency service and police officers have not even started and is concerned that the state budget is not
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            Respect for trade union rights, collective bargaining and social dialogue part of our democratic values – say North East European constituency unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU affiliates of North East Europe expressed their concerns about developments in the region in the online meeting of the North East European constituency on 3 March. They received information about the situation in Armenia, Belarus, Georgia and Ukraine.
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            North East European Constituency: Impact of the pandemic is leaving deep traces

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The measures to contain the pandemic are leaving deep traces in the countries of North East Europe even though there are large differences.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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