
        
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
    
    
            
        
            Forgot your password?
            
  
    
      
  
      Username
        

        


      Password
        

        




  





	Reset your password


  


        

    


    



    
        
            
        

        
            
                        	Sectors
	Policies
	Networks
	News


            
  
    
      

            
            
            Login
        
    

  


        

    

        
        
            
  
    
      
  
      Fulltext search
        

        


  







  


        

    




    
        
        
            
                
  
    
      
                                        
                	
                Health and Social Services
                                    	Social Services
	Health
	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                Local and Regional Government
                                    	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                National and European Administration
                                    	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                Utilities
                                    	Waste
	Water
	Energy
	Social Dialogue


                            


                

                                                                
                	
                Defence Sector
            
	
                ECEC
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Embassy and household staff
            
	
                EWCs
            
	
                Firefighters
            
	
                Health Care Assistants
            
	
                HSS Expert Group on OSH
            
	
                Journalists
            
	
                Prisons Services
            
	
                PSI and EPSU LGBT+
            
	
                Public Services
            
	
                Women & Gender Equality
            
	
                Youth
            


                

                                                                
                	
                Central government
            
	
                Collective Bargaining
            
	
                Company policy and EWCs
            
	
                Corporate Social Responsibility
            
	
                COVID-19
            
	
                Culture
            
	
                Demographic change
            
	
                Digitalisation
            
	
                Early Childhood Education and Care
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Electricity
            
	
                Energy
            
	
                Environment/Climate Change
            
	
                Equality
            
	
                Gas
            
	
                Gender pay gap
            
	
                Health
            
	
                Health and Safety
            
	
                Information & consultation
            
	
                Local government
            
	
                Low pay/minimum wages
            
	
                Migration
            
	
                Outsourcing
            
	
                Pay settlements
            
	
                Pensions/retirement
            
	
                PPPs
            
	
                Precarious employment
            
	
                Privatisation
            
	
                Procurement
            
	
                Quality employment
            
	
                Recruitment & organising
            
	
                Remunicipalisation
            
	
                Restructuring
            
	
                Social Dialogue
            
	
                Social Services
            
	
                Solidarity
            
	
                South East European Energy Community
            
	
                Staffing levels
            
	
                Strike
            
	
                Tax justice
            
	
                Trade
            
	
                Training/life-long learning
            
	
                Transparency & Corruption
            
	
                Union Rights
            
	
                Waste
            
	
                Water
            
	
                Work-life balance
            
	
                Working Time
            


                

                        
    	Press releases
	Newsletters
	EPSU Collective Bargaining News





  


            
        

    




        
  
    
      
  
    
      
        Priorities

        	
              Solidarity
            
	
              Environment/Climate Change
            
	
              Health
            
	
              Recruitment & organising
            


      

    

  



  



    
        
            The voice of 8 million European public service workers
        


    






                
  
    
      
  



        
                
  
    
      
  



                        
  
    
        Belgium


  



                

                    
                    
  
    
      
  
      Fulltext search
        

        


  







  


  
    
      
  



            

        
            
        

  
    
      
            
          Sort by 
          
            
                                                            Date
                                                                                    

            	Date
	Relevance


          

        

  
  


    
    

  
    
      
      
          


    
        
            Jul. 23, 2005
        
                    
                    
        
                            epsucob@NEWS 22 July 2005

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Progress in non-profit sector in Wallonia

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The long-running dispute over pay, hours and employment in the health and social service sector in Belgium could be nearing its end as the government in the French-speaking area of the country, Wallonia, has agreed further funding. This ensures pay increases for many workers in the sector as were agreed as far back as 2000 but other workers may have to wait longer for their increases. [Read more at > SETCA-.http://www.setca.org/code/fr/newspage.cfm?id_news=542&tors=]
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                            A pay increase of 1.78% backdated to January 2005 has been agreed in the gas and electricity sectors in Belgium according to the EIRO industrial relations observatory. A further increase of 0.4% will be implemented from October and in January 2006 the increase will be in line with the increase in prices. Read more at > EIRO
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                            Prison guards in Antwerp resumed strike action last week in protest over staffing levels and overcrowding. They had been providing a minimum service but decided to move to strike action at the weekend with a return to minimum service on Monday. Other prisons in Belgium were hit by strike action earlier this year over staffing levels and overcrowding. Read more at > the VRT news service And at > Le Soir newspaper
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                            The FGTB/ABVV socialist union federation called a one-day general strike on Friday 7 October in protest at the government plans to cut back on early retirement so that workers will have to retire at 60 rather than have the option of retiring at 58. The Christian and Liberal union federations were still seeking further negotiations and although they didn't join the strike call did express support for any joint action at local level. [Read a report on the strike at > Business Week->http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D8D37NOG0.htm?campaign_id=apn_euro_up&chan=gb] [Read the FGTB/ABVV
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                            Unions in Belgium continue to protest against government plans to end early retirement provisions. Following the general strike called by the ABVV-FGTB socialist federation on 7 October, all three federations came together to back a general strike on 28 October with an estimated 100,000 demonstrating in Brussels. Read more at > the VRT news website
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            Unions strike over privatisation threat
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                            EPSU affiliated unions CGSP, CSC Services Publics and SLPF are on strike in municipal electricity company Interelectra. They are protesting at plans to set up a private sector umbrella holding company which would mean that the public character of the company and the public character of the statute will disappear. The unions are fighting for democratic control by the municipality, public service obligations in public hands and oppose that 75 years of work is thrown away. Read more at > EPSU
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                            The industrial relations observatory EIRO reports that a new collective agreement in the Flemish civil service includes a wide range of changes to conditions with a particular focus on measures targeted at older workers. The measures include more training and development, options for telework, part-time work in the lead up to retirement, ending the tendency for older workers on sick leave to take early retirement and more opportunities for career breaks. Pay for civil servants is covered by an indexation agreement but the collective agreement does provide for higher end of year bonuses and
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            Disputes surface again in non-profit sector
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                            The SETCA/BBTK white-collar union is again calling for strikes and demonstrations over the failure of the Brussels and Wallonia regions to implement collective agreements in the non-profit sector covering health, housing and social care. In Wallonia unions have organised a demonstration on 28 September in Namur. They argue that insufficient funds are available to cover the increase in pay agreed for the 2005-2007 period. In Brussels the unions are building for a major demonstration on 5 October in support of a number of key demands including harmonisation with health sector agreements
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            Unions begin to discuss strategies for national negotiations 2006-2007
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                            The SETCA/BBTK services trade union has set out some of the key issues it thinks should feature in the trade unions' demands in the forthcoming negotiations over the national agreement for 2006-2007. Above all it argues that an important theme of the negotiations should be solidarity among all workers whether currently active or not. The union's background note on the negotiations points out that economic growth is reasonable at 2.7% while company profits grew by 45% between 19 and 2004. Top managers saw their pay increase by 12% last year and a director of a company quoted on the stock
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                            The CSC and CGSP unions have organised a strike at Lantin prison supported by 70% of staff. The strike is over inadequate staffing, the state of the building and the fact that the prison has more inmates than it was built to hold. No progress was made at a meeting of union representatives and the government last week. Read more at > Le Soir (FR)
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            Belgian unions find evidence to support their claims in national negotiations
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                            A report from the National Economic Council has provided unions with useful data to support their position in forthcoming negotiations over the national agreement for 2007-2008. Company profitability has reached the levels last seen at the end of 1980s and export growth is strong. The union also note that employers are failing to maintain spending on training and research and development, with training expenditure down to 1.02% of the salary bill in 2006 when employers should be raising it to 1.9%. [Read more at > FGTB (FR)->http://www.fgtb.be/code/fr/fram004.htm] [Read more at > ABVV (NL)-
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                            The FGTB/ABVV union federation has released new statistics indicating the level of the gender pay gap in Belgium. Women's pay is on average 26% less than men's on a monthly basis and 18% lower in terms of hourly pay. The study indicates that there are a number of factors at work with women more likely to work part time and for small employers. They are also less likely to benefit from training. The data was collected using the website of the international wage indicator project www.monsalaire.be (FR) and www.mijnloon.be (NL) which is now available in 10 EU countries. [Read more at > FGTB (FR)-
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            Private sector agreement for 2007-2008
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                            Just before Christmas trade unions confederations and employers completed their negotiations on the two-year intersectoral agreement that covers the two million workers in the private sector. The confederations will now carry out their own internal consultations before confirming the agreement. The agreement covers a wide range of elements. It sets an indicative pay increase of 5% over the two years 2007-2008. This is arrived at following comparison with predicted pay developments in the neighbouring countries of France, Germany and the Netherlands. The agreement also lays down two €25
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            National demonstration over jobs, recruitment and organisation
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                            Unions in the Belgian federal finance ministry have come together to co-ordinate a national demonstration in Brussels on 23 January. They are protesting about a range of issues related to jobs, recruitment and organisation in the department. The unions point out that current policies mean that only three workers are recruited for every five that leave the service. This means that staff are already under pressure and that this situation will deteriorate from January 2009 when recruitment will be cut to only one new worker for every two that leave. The unions have compiled a detailed dossier of
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            Employers reject agreement in non-profit sector
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                            Employers in the non-profit sector in the Wallonia region of Belgium have rejected a an agreement signed by the unions and the regional government last year. The non-profit sector covers various services including health, housing and social services and the agreement would have provided a range of benefits for the 19,000 workers. The employers have rejected particular elements of the deal including the creation of more jobs to allow employees to take more paid leave and extra finance to encourage trade union organisation and social dialogue in some of the smaller organisations in the sector.
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