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                            At the Plenary Meeting 2016 held on 2 December, EPSU and HOSPEEM celebrated the tenth anniversary of the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for the Hospital and Health Care Sector (SSDC HS).
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            Solidarity with Belgian unions fighting for jobs and quality care 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Thousands of workers in the Belgian social / non-profit descend on Brussels 24 November. They demand of the government to continue the agreements that ensured that stress was addressed, older workers could reach the pension age healthy and which offered younger workers a perspective to work in the sector.
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                            (November 2016) A common front of trade unions in the non-profit sector organised a national demonstration on 24 November in opposition to continuing austerity and in support of new collective agreements. The sector, with over 525000 workers, covers a broad range of health, social and cultural services. The trade unions are calling for more jobs, a real pay increase and other measures to ensure qualiity employment and quality services, particularly to improve work-life balance, particularly for workers coming up to retirement.
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                            (September 2016) 29 September will see a national demonstration supported by the three main trade unoin confederations as part of their continuing campaign against the austerity measures imposed by the government. The confederations have jointly decided to cancel the planned general strike on 7 October until they have time to react to the delayed government budget in response to which further action may be called. Demonstrations at local and sectoral level are still likely to take place on that date.
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            Turmoil in Belgium as government imposes austerity and structural reform

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (2 June 2016) Belgian public service workers are making their mark these days. Our colleagues protest the impact of the austerity policies. Several days of actions have taken place and
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            "We are not elastic!" EPSU joins Belgian unions in national demonstration against Peeters law and austerity

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (24 May 2016) EPSU joined Belgian trade unions in a national demonstration today in Brussels, in defense of worker rights and the 38-hour working week. An estimated 50,000 trade unionists
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            Confederations plans series of anti-austerity actions
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                            (May 2016) The three confederations are mobilising for a series of actions over the next few months culminating in a general strike on 7 October, the second anniversary of the centre-right government. The unions are angry about continuing cuts to public services but also to the threat to the 38-hour week. They are calling for more investment in public services and a range of other measures to boost the economy. The first major event will be a joint national demonstration on 24 May in Brussels. Read more at FGTB (FR), ABVV (NL), CSC (FR), ACV (NL), CGSLB (FR), ACLVB (NL)
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            Prison staff take strike action
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                            The three main unions in the prisons sector (ACOD/CGSP, ACV/CSC and VSOA/SLFP) took 24-hour strike action on 18-19 December in protest at the Ministry of Justice's failure to provide solutions on a number of issues. The main problems relate to understaffing and recruitment, clothing allowances and pre-retirement leave. A meeting between the unions and the Ministry earlier in the week had not produced any new commitments and so the unions went ahead with the action. [Read more at > CGSP (FR)->http://www.cgsp-ministeres.be/etat-federal/justice/447-communiqué-de-presse-préavis-de-grève-pour-le
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            Non-profit sector unions protest over staffing and funding
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                            The LCB-NVK and BBTK-Setca trade unions brought together several thousands members from the non-profit sector to protest in Brussels on 19 June. The demonstrators passed the offices of the Flemish and Walloon governments as well as the office of federal health minister Maggie Block. The unions see this protest as laying down a marking for more action in the autumn if the government fails to deliver on increased funding for health and social care. In the autumn, the unions also hope to start negotiations on new multi-year agreements for the healthcare sector. These will cover pay and conditions
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            Unions demonstrate to defend non-profit sector
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                            Trade unions in the non-profit sector, including in particular health and social services, have organised a demonstration in Brussels for 19 June. The key demands include no more austerity for the sector, support for quality employment, an end to commercialisation of services and investment in the sector as a contribution to economic recovery. [Read more at > CNE (FR)->http://www.cne-gnc.be/index.php?m=145&n=2897] [And at > BBTK/SETCA (NL)->http://www.bbtk.org/nieuws/Pages/15014-ABVV_SP_Actie_19_mei-A4-affiche.pdf] [And at > lbc-nvk (NL)->https://lbc-nvk.acv-online.be/lbc-nvk/Ik-werk/Non
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            Public service strike set for 22 April

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The CGSP/ACOD public service federation (part of the FGTB confederation) has called a national strike in the public services in protest at government policy. The unions is strongly opposed to the increase in pension age and other changes that reduce pension benefits. It is also protesting over the public sector pay freeze and policy of not replacing only one in five civil servants who leave. The union also wants to see an increase in public investment. The CSC has not taken a decision to strike on the same day but has sent a circular to its members to say they can join the stoppage if they
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            Public service strike on 22 April
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                            The CGSP/ACOD public services federation has called for a national strike on 22 April. The union will be protesting against government changes to pensions, the statutes covering public sector workers and the failure to recruit new workers. In the meantime the common front of the three confederations is organising a number of mobilisations around the country in protest at government policies on public finances and public services. [Read more at > Le Soir newspaper (FR)->http://www.lesoir.be/819904/article/actualite/belgique/2015-03-12/cgsp-appelle-greve-generale-22-avril] [And at > RTBF media



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Jan. 23, 2015
        
                    
                    
        
                            2015 January epsucob@NEWS 01

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Public service unions unite in anti-austerity demo

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            Around 2000 public service workers from the three public service federations (CGSP, CSC and SLFP) joined a demonstration outside the ministrey of pensions on 21 January. In response to the specific attacks on public service workers, the federations decided to maintain their actions even while negotiations continue at cross-sector level. The unions managed to get a hearing with the pensions minister who, however, continued to argue the case for the government's pensions and other public spending cutbacks. [Read more at > Le Soir newspaper (FR)->http://www.lesoir.be/763875/article/actualite
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            General strike brings Belgium to a halt
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                            The three trade union confederations organised a strongly supported general strike on 15 December. The action came following the massive national demonstration in November and regional strikes on 1 and 8 December. The unions are protesting at the austerity measures proposed by the government including an increase in the retirement age, cuts to social benefits and freezes of public sector pay. [Read solidarity message at > EPSU->http://www.epsu.org/a/11005] [Read more at > FGTB (FR)->http://www.fgtb.be/web/guest/home-fr] [And more at > ABVV (FR)->http://www.fgtb.be/web/guest/home-nl] [And more
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            Confederations unite in protests over austerity
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                            Over 120000 people joined the national demonstration in Brussels on 6 November in protest at the new government's austerity policies that include attacks on social security, pensions and the wage indexation system. This marks the beginning of a series of actions by the three trade union confederations that will include regional strikes and a national strike on 15 December. [Read more at > FGTB (FR)->http://www.fgtb.be/web/guest/news-fr/-/article/2816724/;jsessionid=HRA-VmOXwtdZPdbCBZEfQaU&p_l_id=10624] [And at > ABVV (NL)->http://www.fgtb.be/web/guest/news-nl/-/article/2812747/&p_l_id=10187]
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