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            Labour shortages: Social Partners jointly respond to the European Commission Consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU: An Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a coordinated action, EPSU joined with Social Partners in Health and Social Services to responded to the European Commission consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU Action Plan.
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group discuss labour shortages, legislative developments and European Work Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 27 February 48 participants gathered in Brussels for the Social Services Working Group to discuss, among other things, European Works Councils in the care sector, staffing levels and digital care platforms.
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            European Parliamentary rightwing backs Big Pharma – disappointing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPP, Renew and others on the right have voted (once again) to protect the interests of big business over those of workers, patients and people.
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            EPSU supports MEPs’ call to ban Amazon lobbyists from the European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 30 trade unions and NGOs have joined MEPs in urging the European Parliament to revoke Amazon lobbyists' access.
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            Building the future Europe: early childhood education and care workers must be recognised

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU highlights the importance of quality early childhood education and care and the chronic staffing issues facing the sector in a new article for Social Europe.
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            Social Partners express concerns over economic governance review

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European trade unions and employers for the social services sector are concerned about the EU Council mandate for the negotiations on the review of the EU’s economic governance rules.
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            Union pushes for transitional agreement in childcare

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union was due to begin talks with childcare employers to negotiate a transitional collective agreement to cover the approximately 114,000 employees in the sector, particularly with a view to address the challenges of retaining and attracting staff. The union notes that staff shortages and heavy workloads are leading to high levels of sickness absence and that the numbers leaving the profession increased significantly in 2023. The aim is to secure a temporary agreement for the second six months of 2024 in the lead up to negotiations over a long-term agreement. A recent FNV survey
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            Childcare workers strike over pay and precarious conditions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            Members of the CCOO trade union in early years education have taken three days of strike action with a fourth planned for 15 November. They also came from all regions of Spain to join a national demonstration in Madrid on 2 November as part of their campaign to secure improvements to pay and secure real progress after over two years of negotiations with private sector employers. The union wants action to address precarious employment conditions and has had to resort to industrial action to put pressure on the employers to negotiate on the issue. The union argues that pay and working conditions
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            Open letter to European commission on respect for ECIs

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU signed an urgent appeal to the European Commission to respect the European Citizens’ Initiative as a contribution to European democracy together with over 70 other organisations.
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            People over polluters rally organised by the Fossil Free Politics coalition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Fossil Free Politics coalition launched its People over Polluters declaration at a rally in Brussels in front of the European Commission.
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            EPSU Childcare network discussed monitoring and evaluation in early childhood education and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 20th September 2023 the EPSU Childcare network met to discuss monitoring and evaluation in early childhood education and care, and the results of a survey on working conditions and professionalisation.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Early Childhood Education and Care

                            Social Services

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Sep. 20, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Skills and digitalisation in the care sector discussed in EU Japan labour consultation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last week, EPSU participated in a bilateral labour consultation between the EU and Japan on ‘upskilling and reskilling for the socio-economic transition.’
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            EPSU joins over 50 organisations calling on the Commission to protect digital democracy in the European elections

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Manipulation of social media platforms is a big risk in elections such as the European one in June 2024.
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            Survey reveals problem with childcare provision

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The trade union-linked Hans Böckler research organisation has published a new survey uncovering worrying gaps in childcare provision across the country. It says that 10 years after the legal right to childcare from the age of one came into force, there is a shortage of childcare places. Further, it reveals that a large proportion of working or job-seeking parents who officially have a place for their child don’t have reliable care, with 57% confronted with reductions in childcare hours and/or even temporary closures of facilities due to staff shortages this spring. Two-thirds of those surveyed
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            Abuse and exploitation in Romanian private care facilities

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier this month, the Romanian state attorney's office confirmed horrifying accusations of abuse and exploitation in privately run care facilities.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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