
        
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
    
    
            
        
            Forgot your password?
            
  
    
      
  
      Username
        

        


      Password
        

        




  





	Reset your password


  


        

    


    



    
        
            
        

        
            
                        	Sectors
	Policies
	Networks
	News


            
  
    
      

            
            
            Login
        
    

  


        

    

        
        
            
  
    
      
  
      Fulltext search
        

        


  







  


        

    




    
        
        
            
                
  
    
      
                                        
                	
                Health and Social Services
                                    	Social Services
	Health
	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                Local and Regional Government
                                    	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                National and European Administration
                                    	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                Utilities
                                    	Waste
	Water
	Energy
	Social Dialogue


                            


                

                                                                
                	
                Defence Sector
            
	
                ECEC
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Embassy and household staff
            
	
                EWCs
            
	
                Firefighters
            
	
                Health Care Assistants
            
	
                HSS Expert Group on OSH
            
	
                Journalists
            
	
                Prisons Services
            
	
                PSI and EPSU LGBT+
            
	
                Public Services
            
	
                Women & Gender Equality
            
	
                Youth
            


                

                                                                
                	
                Central government
            
	
                Collective Bargaining
            
	
                Company policy and EWCs
            
	
                Corporate Social Responsibility
            
	
                COVID-19
            
	
                Culture
            
	
                Demographic change
            
	
                Digitalisation
            
	
                Early Childhood Education and Care
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Electricity
            
	
                Energy
            
	
                Environment/Climate Change
            
	
                Equality
            
	
                Gas
            
	
                Gender pay gap
            
	
                Health
            
	
                Health and Safety
            
	
                Information & consultation
            
	
                Local government
            
	
                Low pay/minimum wages
            
	
                Migration
            
	
                Outsourcing
            
	
                Pay settlements
            
	
                Pensions/retirement
            
	
                PPPs
            
	
                Precarious employment
            
	
                Privatisation
            
	
                Procurement
            
	
                Quality employment
            
	
                Recruitment & organising
            
	
                Remunicipalisation
            
	
                Restructuring
            
	
                Social Dialogue
            
	
                Social Services
            
	
                Solidarity
            
	
                South East European Energy Community
            
	
                Staffing levels
            
	
                Strike
            
	
                Tax justice
            
	
                Trade
            
	
                Training/life-long learning
            
	
                Transparency & Corruption
            
	
                Union Rights
            
	
                Waste
            
	
                Water
            
	
                Work-life balance
            
	
                Working Time
            


                

                        
    	Press releases
	Newsletters
	EPSU Collective Bargaining News





  


            
        

    




        
  
    
      
  
    
      
        Priorities

        	
              Solidarity
            
	
              Environment/Climate Change
            
	
              Health
            
	
              Recruitment & organising
            


      

    

  



  



    
        
            The voice of 8 million European public service workers
        


    






                
  
    
      
  



        
                
  
    
      
  



                        
  
    
        Romania


  



                

                    
                    
  
    
      
  
      Fulltext search
        

        


  







  


  
    
      
  



            

        
            
        

  
    
      
            
          Sort by 
          
            
                                                                                                Relevance
                                                

            	Date
	Relevance


          

        

  
  


    
    

  
    
      
      
          


    
        
            Nov. 14, 2014
        
                    
                    
        
                            2014 November epsucob@NEWS 19

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Unions make breakthrough with agreements in social services

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            In the face of a very challenging environment, three unions - Sanitas, Columna and Publisind - have achieved a major victory in signing collective agreements covering workers in social services. The agreements cover a wide range of employment conditions, including wages, working time and holidays, job protection, continuous professional training as employers responsibility, consultation with the union in case of changes in the organization and much more. Pay increases are negotiated separately. Confederations recently agreed an minimum salary of 975 RON (€220) that applies to all workers in
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                            The Sanitas health workers' federation organised a picket of three ministries (health, finance and labour) on 7 April, world health day, in order to raise a number of concerns about pay, training and funding of health services. EPSU sent a letter to the three ministers expressing support for the Sanitas action. The union has managed to secure a commitment to deal with a range of issues and there will be talks on public sector pay in general as well as how to improve pay in the health service in particular. Read more at > Sanitas (RO)
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                            A report published by the International Labour Organisation provides a highly critical analysis of the reforms to social dialogue and collective bargaining. In relation to the public sector it says that workers there have been especially badly affected in relation to their wages and a wide range of other entitlements. Collective bargaining across all sectors has been seriously undermined. More broadly the report concludes: "Ultimately, the reforms have had detrimental social impacts and not delivered the economic benefits promised." [Read more at > EPSU->www.epsu.org/a/9573] [And at > EIRO-
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                            ITUC Letter to Victor PontaThe ITUC global trade union confederation has written to Romanian prime minister Victor Ponta to express its concern over his government's determination to leave the labour law, passed by the previous government – unchanged. There had been an agreement with trade unions to revise both the new Labour Code and the new Social Dialogue Law that have lead to a significant worsening of working conditions and deterioration of collective bargaining. Precarious work is now much more widespread and the percentage of the population living below the poverty line is one of the
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                            EPSU letter re HidroelectricaEPSU has written to the Prime Minister and energy minister calling for urgent action to deal with serious problems at the Hidroelectrica and Hidroserves energy companies. The problems began with the insolvency of Hidroelectrica and actions taken by the administrator. Cutbacks to maintenance services have created serious safety risks. Around 1500 jobs have already been cut, a further 1000 are under threat and collective agreements are being undermined. The letter from EPSU provides further information.
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                            Health unions called off their planned strike on 28 November when the government agreed to negotiate on the unions' main demands. These include a commitment to higher health spending and the negotiation of a collective agreement for the sector, releasing funds to finance 1200 jobs and an increase in the minimum wage in the sector affecting around 20000 workers. The unions will monitor progress with the negotiations and review the situation at their next strategy meeting in December. Read more at > Sanitas (RO)
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            Pay rises in prospect for public sector workers
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                            With a new government and agreement from the International Monetary Fund, public sector workers look set to recoup some of the pay cuts imposed in 2010. The cuts in basic pay of 25% were partially restored last year with an increase of 15% but further increases are now being promised with a rise of 8% in June and then further increases worth another 7%. However, this does not take account of the cuts to bonuses and allowances that hit many workers and meant that some lost out by up to 40%. [Read more at > Reuters news website (EN)->http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/06/us-romania-politics



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Nov. 01, 2012
        
                    
                    
        
                            2012 October epsucob@NEWS 16

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Confederation protests over labour law reforms

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            The ALFA Cartel trade union confederation, including EPSU affiliates Hipocrat and Sigol, organised a number of demonstrations in cities across the country on 2-4 October. The protests were over the coalition government’s failure to do anything about the labour law reforms that it promised to repeal when in opposition. The Confederation reports that the undermining of social dialogue has meant 1,000 fewer collective agreements this year. There have been attacks on pay and conditions, but no sign of any increase in jobs.
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            Health union in protests over pay
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                            The Sanitas health union began a series of protests and pickets on 23 June calling for a 10% pay increase and for the government to implement the collective agreement for the sector that covers around 100000 workers. EPSU sent a message of support and affiliates gathering for the EPSU South East Europe constituency meeting in Sofia also agreed a message of support. Sanitas met with health ministry officials after the first protests on 23 June and further meetings are planned Read more at > EPSU (EN) And at > Sanitas (RO)
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            Health union aims for pay increase for all
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                            At the end of June, the health union Sanitas organised protest action in support of a pay claim. In response the government offered pay increases to specialist health employees and social service workers on less than 1500 lei (€340). Sanitas has, however, not agreed to the proposal as it is aiming to achieve a pay increase for all health workers. The union want to continue negotiations and has suspended any further protest action until 15 September. Read more at > Sanitas (RO)
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                            The government has announced that it wants to make deep cuts in public spending in 2011 to avoid having to call on the International Monetary Fund for further loans. Public sector pay could be cut by 25% and pensions by 15%. Unions and opposition parties are planning protests and the Sex Lex civil service federation is consulting members over strike action. [Read more at > Sed Lex (RO)->http://www.sedlex.ro/main/noutati.php?section=1] [And at > SETimes (EN)->http://www.setimes.com/cocoon/setimes/xhtml/en_GB/features/setimes/features/2010/05/11/feature-01] [Read more at > Irish Times (EN)->http
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                            A public-sector wide strike on 31 May was followed by further action on 1 June as unions protested against a government-imposed 25% cut in pay. Workers in local government, prisons, hospitals, transport and other services were involved. Further action may follow in the health sector later in the month. Read more at > CBC news website (EN) And solidarity message at > EPSU (EN)
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                            Public sector unions have called for a strike on 5 October in protest at the government’s plans to impose a new pay structure. The changes in pay have been proposed as part of a loan package with the International Monetary Fund and European Commission. The unions argue that groups of workers will be left worse off by the changes but that they will call of f the strike if the government agrees to negotiate over reforms to the pay system. Read more at > Balkans news website (EN)
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                            Unions across the public sector have warned the government of the possibility of all-out strike action unless it negotiates a deal over planned changes to pay and cuts in jobs. The government is responding to demands from the International Monetary Fund to reduce public spending and reform public sector pay as part of a loan package that was also negotiated with the European Union. The Sed Lex civil service union oragnised a demonstration outside parliament on 16 September and is gearing up for a public sector wide strike on 5 October. [Read more at > Sed Lex (RO)->http://www.sedlex.ro/main
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            Massive support for public sector strike
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                            Reports indicate that over 750,000 workers took part in the national public sector strike on 5 October in protest at government plans to cut pay and jobs. The government proposals are in response to a loan agreement with the International Monetary Fund and European Union. The government wanted to implement a new public sector pay structure without negotiating with the trade unions. Read more at > EIRO (EN) And at > news website (EN)
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