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  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            (October 2016) The SNLP union representing prison staff has been organising a series of protests over serious staffing shortages and very high levels of uncompensated overtime. The prison service needs around 8000 extra staff and the union warns that this not only raises serious health and safety issues but undermines attempts at rehabilitation.
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                            (30 September 2016) Starting this week, the SNLP, Romania’s largest prison workers union, has launched a series of protest actions over the failure of the government to compensate massive amount
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                            (September 2016) Over 200 people joined a picket of the Ministry of Labour on 20 September as part of a campaign by the Sanitas health union to ensure that all categories of workers in the sector are covered by the main pay statutes. Some workers including nursery staff and those working in social assistance are currently excluded from the pay provisions covering the sector. The union is organising further pickets of ministries and the parliament and plans a two-hour strike on 19 October and a full day of action on 31 October.
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            Health union launches anti-violence campaign
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                            Sanitas statementThe Sanitas health union has launched a campaign to try to tackle violence against health workers. The main objective is to get legislation to provide better protection to medical staff and discourage violence of any kind – physical or verbal. The union is organizing a series of debates with local authority representatives, hospital managers and people employed in the health care system to identify all the conflict situations that lead to violence and the possible solutions for preventing or sanctioning them. A survey revealed that around 85% of staff had faced verbal
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            25% pay increase for health workers
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                            Health workers are set to see their wages double over the next two years as a series of pay increases have been agreed with the government. The Sanitas trade union has been campaigning for pay increases for some time as one of the key measures to tackle the recruitment crisis in the sector. After lengthy negotiations the government has now agreed to increase health workers' pay by 25% from 1 October this year. This will be followed by further 25% increases over the next two years. Other measures to tackle the crisis in the sector include new statutes for doctors to differentiate them from
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                            On 13 August the SNLP prison workers' union organised a protest in front of the national prison service over the failure of the government to pay eight months of wage arrears and respond to other demands including: improving staffing levels by hiring 1,000 more people; compensation for overtime with time off from work or extra salary pay; and imposing sanctions on officials who do not abide by the law on staffing. The government doesn't respect the collective agreement or the process of social dialogue. Out of a list of 75 issues raised by the unions only five have been partially dealt with
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            Federation pickets ministries on world health day
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                            The Sanitas health workers' federation organised a picket of three ministries (health, finance and labour) on 7 April, world health day, in order to raise a number of concerns about pay, training and funding of health services. EPSU sent a letter to the three ministers expressing support for the Sanitas action. The union has managed to secure a commitment to deal with a range of issues and there will be talks on public sector pay in general as well as how to improve pay in the health service in particular. Read more at > Sanitas (RO)
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            Unions make breakthrough with agreements in social services
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                            In the face of a very challenging environment, three unions - Sanitas, Columna and Publisind - have achieved a major victory in signing collective agreements covering workers in social services. The agreements cover a wide range of employment conditions, including wages, working time and holidays, job protection, continuous professional training as employers responsibility, consultation with the union in case of changes in the organization and much more. Pay increases are negotiated separately. Confederations recently agreed an minimum salary of 975 RON (€220) that applies to all workers in
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                            At the end of June, the health union Sanitas organised protest action in support of a pay claim. In response the government offered pay increases to specialist health employees and social service workers on less than 1500 lei (€340). Sanitas has, however, not agreed to the proposal as it is aiming to achieve a pay increase for all health workers. The union want to continue negotiations and has suspended any further protest action until 15 September. Read more at > Sanitas (RO)
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                            The Sanitas health union began a series of protests and pickets on 23 June calling for a 10% pay increase and for the government to implement the collective agreement for the sector that covers around 100000 workers. EPSU sent a message of support and affiliates gathering for the EPSU South East Europe constituency meeting in Sofia also agreed a message of support. Sanitas met with health ministry officials after the first protests on 23 June and further meetings are planned Read more at > EPSU (EN) And at > Sanitas (RO)
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                            Health unions called off their planned strike on 28 November when the government agreed to negotiate on the unions' main demands. These include a commitment to higher health spending and the negotiation of a collective agreement for the sector, releasing funds to finance 1200 jobs and an increase in the minimum wage in the sector affecting around 20000 workers. The unions will monitor progress with the negotiations and review the situation at their next strategy meeting in December. Read more at > Sanitas (RO)
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                            EPSU letter re HidroelectricaEPSU has written to the Prime Minister and energy minister calling for urgent action to deal with serious problems at the Hidroelectrica and Hidroserves energy companies. The problems began with the insolvency of Hidroelectrica and actions taken by the administrator. Cutbacks to maintenance services have created serious safety risks. Around 1500 jobs have already been cut, a further 1000 are under threat and collective agreements are being undermined. The letter from EPSU provides further information.
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            ITUC writes to Prime Minister over Labour Code
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                            ITUC Letter to Victor PontaThe ITUC global trade union confederation has written to Romanian prime minister Victor Ponta to express its concern over his government's determination to leave the labour law, passed by the previous government – unchanged. There had been an agreement with trade unions to revise both the new Labour Code and the new Social Dialogue Law that have lead to a significant worsening of working conditions and deterioration of collective bargaining. Precarious work is now much more widespread and the percentage of the population living below the poverty line is one of the
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            Report condemns industrial relations changes

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            A report published by the International Labour Organisation provides a highly critical analysis of the reforms to social dialogue and collective bargaining. In relation to the public sector it says that workers there have been especially badly affected in relation to their wages and a wide range of other entitlements. Collective bargaining across all sectors has been seriously undermined. More broadly the report concludes: "Ultimately, the reforms have had detrimental social impacts and not delivered the economic benefits promised." [Read more at > EPSU->www.epsu.org/a/9573] [And at > EIRO-
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