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                            On 29 April EPSU signed a landmark agreement with the French-based Korian social care multinational to set up a European works council (EWC). The agreement comes two years after EPSU took the initiative to bring together affiliates that organise in the company to form a network with a view to establishing an EWC. EPSU believes this is an important step in improving information and consultation in the company and sets the standard for other multinationals in the fast-growing social care sector.
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            Social care workers call on strengthening the workforce perspective in the transition from institutional to community-based care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This article summarises the main topics addressed at the meeting of the EPSU Working Group Social Services on 26 February, with one focus on the transition from institutional care to community-based care and how to make this transition also work for the social care and health workforce.
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                            The delegates discussed the establishment of a European Works Council in ORPEA, French-based multinational company in elderly care.
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                            The pay freeze and job cuts in the public sector have prompted action by some unions in February with the CGT taking strike action on the 5th and FO organising a week of action 3-10 February with a national demonstration on the 7th. Their principal demands focus on unfreezing pay, stopping the job cuts but there are also broader demands about the minimum wage and a fairer tax system. Fairness is also one of the factors behind the unions' joint call for strike action across the energy, water and waste company Veolia which employs 50000 workers in France. The CFDT, CFC, CFT and FO are calling
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                            The union delegations of EPSU and IndustriAll-Europe negotiated a comprehensive agreement on labour relations with ENGIE in 2016.
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                            More is needed to support and enforce the rights of European Works Councils on Information and Consultation Rights, was one of the messages of a delegation of trade union leaders that met with EU Commissioner for Social affairs and Employment.
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            Social Service Working Group focusing on childcare, digitalisation and social dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Working Group Social Services on 3 October 2018 in Brussels was attended by 46 colleagues from 19 countries and 32 EPSU affiliates.
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                            The German labour court of Nordhausen cancelled the decision of management of Celenus to dismiss 2 trade union delegates.
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                            On 11 October 2018, EPSU’s Utilities Standing Committee came together to discuss several urgent issues.
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            Health workers and unions protest against anti-union practices of the ORPEA group in Germany

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today health workers and their trade unions organise a protest and mobilisation in Berlin against the anti-union practices of the ORPEA group in Germany.
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                            On 4 September, more than 40 trade union representatives from 15 European countries met in Brussels to discuss how to coordinate their activities in multinational enterprises in the health and social care sectors.
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            Setting up a European Works Council in KORIAN – first meeting of the Special Negotiating Body

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade unions and works council representatives met for the first time in the Special Negotiating Body (SNB) in order to establish a European Works Council (EWC) in the French-based care company KORIAN.
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            Workers’ concerns on restructuring discussed with RWE and Innogy top management

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            RWE and Eon, two giant European energy companies with headquarters in Germany, announced a swap of assets to create more focused businesses in mid-March this year.
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                            EPSU has made considerable progress in bringing together trade union representatives from across Europe in two social care multinationals - Orpea and Korian. Company networks are being built in both organisations while steps have already been taken in Orpea towards setting up a European works council, with the first meeting of the Special Negotiating Body taking place on 25 April. Both companies are French-owned and have expanded rapidly in recent years with subsidiaries now operating in several European countries.
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            ORPEA Special negotiating body meets for first time- constructive start

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The trade union and works council representatives met for the first time in the Special Negotiating Body.
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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