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                            Nurses are continuing their campaign for more jobs and for improvements in pay and conditions, including working time. The SEP trade union reported high levels of support for the two days of action on 14 and 21 November. The actions put SEP in a strong position in the lead up to negotiations with the health ministry will take place on 15 December. [Read more at > EPSU (EN)->http://www.epsu.org/a/10952] [And at > SEP (PT)->http://www.sep.org.pt/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5703:sep-sauda-todos-os-enfermeiros-o-sep-e-seram-ja-solicitaram-reuniao-ao-min-da-saude&catid=144&Itemid
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  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The STAL local government union is planning a series of actions in early 2015 in protest at further austerity measures and to defend the 35-hour week. The union reports that pay cuts of 2.8%-8% are foreseen for those on more than €1500 a month with those below facing a pay freeze that has lasted since 2009. Another 12000 jobs will also be cut from public administration. Public sector unions have managed to negotiated over 530 local agreements to retain the 35-hour week but the struggle is now to get these legally recognised. So far only 30 have been formally published. The union protest will
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            Strike planned for 13 March
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                            The STAL local government and other public sector unions in the Frente Comum of the CGTP confederation are planning a one-day strike on 13 March. The main issues in the action are pay, protecting services and the continuing campaign to secure formal recognition of the hundreds of local agreements that have been negotiated to retain the 35-hour week. Read more at > STAL (PT)
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            Strong support for public sector strike
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                            The STAL local government union reports a high level of support across local government for the one-day strike (13 March). The strike was the latest in a series of protests against attacks on workers' rights, pay freezes and in support of the unions' struggle to retain the 35-hour working week. Figures from STAL show the extent to which workers across a range of services have backed the strike including waste workers, transport, parks and gardens and administration. Strike action was also supported by other EPSU affiliates [Read more at > STAL (PT)->http://www.stal.pt/index.php/arquivomenu
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                            The STAL local government union is organising a national demonstration in Lisbon on 22 April calling an increase in salaries and the minimum wage. The union is also continuing its campaign to block the government-imposed 40-hour week and for recognition of the hundreds of local agreements its has negotiated to retain the 35-hour week. Read more at > STAL (PT)
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            Confederations unite in general strike
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                            The UGT and CGTP-IN trade union confederations have both called for a general strike on 27 June in protest at the austerity measures being implemented by the government and pushed by the European Commission, European Central Bank and International Monetary Fund. The confederations are calling for an end to exploitation and impoverishment and a fundamental change of course. Read more at > CGTP (PT) And at > UGT (PT)



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Jul. 01, 2013
        
                    
                    
        
                            2013 July epsucob@NEWS 10

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Widespread support for general strike
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                            EPSU affiliates report strong support for the general strike that took place on 27 June in protest at the government's austerity measures. The STAL local government union estimated that nine out of 10 workers in the sector supported the action. SINTAP argues that it was the most solidly supported general strike that sent a clear message to the government. STE said that the strike achieved a key aim in uniting workers and giving a sense of optimism about an alternative to austerity. [Read more at > STAL (PT)->http://www.stal.pt/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1256&Itemid=1] [And at >
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            Union campaigns against increased hours
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                            On 29 July the STAL local government union joined with other public sector unions in the Common Front to demonstrate against government policy to increase working time and weaken unfair dismissal rules. The unions sees the 35-hour week, seven-hour day and 25 days' annual leave as fundamental rights for workers that were fought for in the past and now need to be strongly defended. Read more at > STAL (PT) And more at > STAL (PT)
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            Court blocks civil servant dismissal law
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                            The Constitutional Court has blocked government legislation that would have made it easier to dismiss civil servants. The law is part of a range of austerity measures that the government has planned to introduce as part of the bail out arrangements required by the European Commission, European Central Bank and International Monetary Fund. Opposition parties also plan to challenge recent legislation that imposes a 40-hour week across the public sector - five hours longer than the current norm. [Read more at > euractiv->http://www.euractiv.com/euro-finance/portugal-top-court-rejects-labou-news
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            Unions reject attack on pensions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            Public sector unions have expressed their anger about proposed changes to the pensions system. The STAL local government union says that increases in contributions were bad enough but now the government also wants to cut pensions that are already being paid out to retired workers. The union along with other members of the Frente Comum of public sector unions will be staging a national protest against the proposals on 25 September. The SINTAP public sector trade union is also opposed to the cuts and made its position clear in talks with the minister of public administration. [Read more at >
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            Court blocks austerity measures
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                            The STAL local government union reports that the Constitutional Court has ruled that a number of changes to the Labour Code made in 2012 are invalid. The revisions cover negotiated holiday entitlement and compensatory rest, as well as rules on redundancy that had required employers to take seniority into account and to try to find jobs for workers made redundant. The rulings apply mainly to private sector employees who will get three days of holiday entitlement this year as well as any compensatory rest not taken since January 2012. Any workers dismissed since the beginning of 2012 will have
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            Anti-austerity demonstrations on 19 October

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The CGTP-IN trade union confederation is planning two demonstrations on 19 October in protest at the government's and Troika's policies which have seen unemployment and inequality soar. The confederation has a list of demands which include a reversal of the increase in the working week from 35 to 40 hours, cuts in wages and pensions and reductions in social security. The unions also want to see a growth strategy that includes a renegotiation of debt and a boost to demand through wage and pension increases. The two demonstrations will cross major bridges in both Lisbon and Porto. [Read more at
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            Public sector unions to strike on 8 November
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                            EPSU affiliates STAL, SINTAP, STE will be organising a day's strike on 8 November in protest at the latest Budget and further attacks on pay, pensions and other employment conditions. Nine out of 10 public sector workers will see their pay cut by between 2.5% and 12% depending on the level of salary. The unions are angry that public sector workers and pensioners are bearing the brunt of the cuts set by the budget. [Read more at > STAL (PT)->http://www.stal.pt/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1322&Itemid=334] [And at > SINTAP (PT)->www.sintap.pt] [And at > STE (PT)->http://www.ste.pt/]
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            High level of support for national strike
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                            Unions say that there was a high-level of support for the national public sector strike on 8 November. EPSU affiliates STAL, SINTAP, STE and APIT were all involved in the action which was in protest at the latest round of cuts proposed in the Budget. Public sector workers earning over €600 a month are facing pay cuts while there will also be reductions in pensions as part of a €3.9 billion package of cuts. [Read more at > EPSU (EN)->http://www.epsu.org/a/9897] [And at > STAL (PT)->http://www.stal.pt/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1333&Itemid=1] [And at > SINTAP (PT)->www.sintap.pt]
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            Local government union takes further action
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                            Local government union STAL, along with other unions in the public sector Frente Comum, is continuing its campaign against the austerity measures being imposed by the government. It was involved in major day of action on 26 November. The union will also step up its campaign for a 35-hour week and against the five-hour increase to 40 hours imposed by the government and recently endorsed by the Constitutional Court. [See images of the day of action at > STAL (PT)->http://www.stal.pt/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1347&Itemid=1] [And the press release on the Court decision (PT)->http:/
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