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      Health and Social Services (HSS) is a large and diverse sector that encompasses a wide range of services including hospitals, child care, community health services, social work and care homes for older and disabled people. EPSU represents health and social services workers across Europe, including nurses, health care assistants, midwives, doctors, elderly and child care workers, social workers, laboratory staff, hospital cleaners and medical secretaries. We organise in public, non-for-profit and private services.


EPSU is the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in the hospital and health care sector throughout the European Union.


Adam Rogalewski is the EPSU Policy Officer for the sector. The President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Health and Social Services is Kirsi Sillanpää, Tehy, Finland, and the Vice-Presidents are Yolanda Gil of CC.OO (Spain),  Dietmar Erdmeier of Ver.di (Germany) and Razvan Gae of Sanitas (Romania).  You can get their contact details here.


Find out who is your national EPSU representative for health and services below.
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            The call for a designated European Directive on Musculoskeletal Disorders

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The COVID-19 pandemic brought the need for a dedicated Directive on Musculoskeletal Disorders (MSDs) into sharp focus, according to a seminar on protecting European workers in the Health and Social Care sectors.
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                            A new report shows that most doctors in Belarus are facing overtime and large workloads. Figures show that they work on average 55 hours a week, with unpaid overtime and shifts of more than 24 hours.
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                            Over 100,000 European citizens have called on the European Parliament to protect their privacy in the new European Health Data Space.
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                            Press release - Stop Cancer at Work welcomes European Parliament’s further protection for workers and healthcare professionals from exposure to hazardous medicinal products.
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            EPSU meets with Commissioner Kyriakides on staff shortages in the health and care sectors

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU recently held a productive discussion with European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, Stella Kyriakides, to tackle the critical staff shortages facing healthcare and care workers in Europe.
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            European Parliament interest group calls for concrete steps to protect healthcare workers' mental health

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 11 July 2023 the European Parliament Intensive Care Interest Group (EPIC-IG), adopted a joint declaration on mental health calling on the European Commission and the Member States to take concrete steps to safeguard the mental health of workers in the healthcare sector.
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                            On 13 Jun 2023 the Commission presented a proposal for a Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions {SWD(2023) 208 final}.
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            Abuse and exploitation in Romanian private care facilities

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier this month, the Romanian state attorney's office confirmed horrifying accusations of abuse and exploitation in privately run care facilities.
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                            On the 12 July 2023 the European Parliament adopted a report on the lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic and recommendation for the future.
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                            HOSPEEM, EPSU, CEMR, CESI as co-applicants and ETF, ETNO, ETUCE, EUPAE, UITP as associated organisations have been provided with financial support from the European Commission for a joint project in the field of social dialogue: “The role of social partners in preventing third-party violence and harassment at work” in the years 2021 and 2023 (VS/2021/0046).
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            The Right to health as a fundamental human right needs to be implemented in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU supported CGIL members in their demonstration on 24 June in Rome calling for the implementation of the right to health as stipulated in the Italian Constitution.
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                            On 9 June 2023 European Social Partners in the Hospital and Health Sector (EPSU and HOSPEEM) met in hybrid format to discuss the situation of workers and employers in their countries and on the European level.
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            EPSU backs firefighters and care staff in latest industrial action 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent solidarity greetings to two affiliates who are the latest public service unions to take industrial action to tackle staffing shortages and win better pay and conditions.
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