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            Labour shortages: Social Partners jointly respond to the European Commission Consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU: An Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a coordinated action, EPSU joined with Social Partners in Health and Social Services to responded to the European Commission consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU Action Plan.
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            National strike to hit ENEL energy company on 8 March

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU and PSI have sent solidarity greetings to the three union federations – Filctem-Cgil, Flaei- Cisl and Uiltec – in their dispute with the ENEL energy company. The three unions are planning national strike action on 8 March and began a month-long period of industrial action affecting overtime, travel and changes to working hours on 24 February. The unions are angry about the company’s unilateral plans to change working hours arrangements, to outsource operations on the electricity grid, and its refusal to renew the remote work agreement. The three federations argue that the measures will
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            European Parliamentary rightwing backs Big Pharma – disappointing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPP, Renew and others on the right have voted (once again) to protect the interests of big business over those of workers, patients and people.
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            EPSU supports MEPs’ call to ban Amazon lobbyists from the European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 30 trade unions and NGOs have joined MEPs in urging the European Parliament to revoke Amazon lobbyists' access.
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            Maternity workers to get 10% pay increase

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV and NU’91 trade unions have concluded a new 12-month agreement covering around 7800 employees in the sector but with an effective start date of 1 June 2023. The increase comes in three stages with 3.5% backdated to 1 January and then 3.5% on 1 April and 3% on 1 June. The FNV says that the 10% means that maternity workers are catching up with other groups in the health sector but stressed that there remained a major problem about the unpredictability of work. This is still being discussed with the employers and the unions want action to address the high level of absenteeism due to
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            EPSU and HOSPEEM presented their policy on stress at work at the high-level Belgian Presidency conference 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and HOSPEEM in the capacity of social partners in the hospital and healthcare sector were invited by the Belgian Presidency to participate in the conference dedicated to mental health and work.
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                            The European Commission promised, back in 2022, to publish a legislative initiative on the screening of buildings from asbestos.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Health and Safety

                            Local government

                            Social Dialogue

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Feb. 01, 2024
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Right to disconnect: implement the EU social partners agreement in Central Government Administrations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Speaking at an event on the Right to Disconnect hosted by the S&amp;D Group in the European Parliament, EPSU General Secretary Jan Willem Goudriaan reiterated the urgent need to make the right to disconnect a reality.
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            Union raises alarm over attacks on public service workers

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union has strongly condemned the violence against firefighters, rescue services and police officers on New Year's Eve and calls on employers to do much more to fulfil their duty of care towards employees. Numerous workers were injured after coming under fire from rockets and firecrackers or as a result of other attacks. The events on New Year's Eve have highlighted the kinds of violence to which many public sector workers are exposed on a day-to-day basis. The union wants employers to ensure they document all incidents and that employees report all assaults, write accident
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                            The FNV trade union is again sounding the alarm over staff shortages in health and social care following the release of official forecasts for the coming decade. The figures show that, on current trends there is a real risk of serious breakdown in the sector which faces an expected shortage of almost 190,000 employees by 2033. The FNV is calling for urgent action, noting that the 5000 shortfall in hospital staff now is set to rise to 27700 in 2033 and that the understaffing exposed by the COVID pandemic will be permanent state of affairs in future. The FNV is calling on the government to
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            EU social partners in central governments urge Commission to enforce their agreement’s provisions on telework and right to disconnect

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following years of discussions and joint guidelines on digital technologies in central government administrations, an agreement on digitalisation was signed on 6 October 2022.
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            EPSU: “Don’t water down the polluter-pays principle”

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has signed a joint statement on the polluter-pays principle for the Wastewater Treatment Directive.
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            Union wins 10-year campaign on workplace cancers affecting firefighters

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA trade union has welcomed the decision of the labour market insurance body to recognise that there is sufficient evidence of a causal link between firefighting and two types of cancer: bladder cancer and mesothelioma. The first is linked to exposure to soot and related chemicals (PAHs) and the second linked to exposure to asbestos. This means that firefighters affected by the two serious illnesses will be able to have them recognised as occupational injuries. FOA is not only pleased that its 10-year campaign has led to the change of practice but it also means that previously rejected
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            Letter to Commission on review of REACH regulation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU together with others protested that the European Commission has not included the Reach review in its 2024 work program.
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