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      Strong public service unions are vital if we are to stand up for our values and our vision in our workplaces, sectors and communities. They are crucial in dealing with national, European and global institutions and in representing public service workers in national trade union centres and the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). EPSU affiliates are more effective in negotiating and campaigning where they can count on an active membership, high union density or broad support from workers.


EPSU has been taking a range of initiatives to support affiliates, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe, to build union power by developing recruitment and organising strategies and campaigns. This briefing, prepared for the 2019 Congress, covers recent work and current priorities. Our Organising and Campaigns staff, Agnieszka Ghinararu, Miloš Vlaisavljević and Artem Tidva, are working with affiliates to help them with advice, support and training and keeping them informed about new ideas on recruitment and organising methods.
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            EPSU Youth Network Conference: youth organising essential to trade union growth

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            35 EPSU Youth Network representatives from 17 countries, met in Sofia to discuss and propose recommendations on youth organising in trade unions.
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            ETUC celebrates 50 years at Berlin Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A large EPSU delegation joined hundreds of other trade unionists from across Europe to celebrate 50 years of struggle for Europe’s workers and people. We ended the ETUC Congress with the election of a new team and the adoption of an action plan titled ‘Together for a Fair Deal for Workers in Europe’.
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            Central Europe – Western Balkan unions express solidarity with Hungarian childcare workers action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Hungarian childcare workers are demanding negotiations with the government on a new pay structure with the government.
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            South East European Constituency and solidarity with people in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We stood in silence to express our solidarity and sympathy for the people in Turkiye. Our comrades suffered such great loss in the tragedy of the earthquake of 6 February.
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                            EPSU’s recruitment and organising (R&O) team has arranged a webinar at 13.00 (CET) on 27 September to discuss the links between organising and collective bargaining. It will include practical examples from EPSU affiliates in Finland (JHL) and Germany (ver.di). Pertti Paajanen, JHL’s director of organisational affairs will talk about the union’s successful R&O campaigns and the interaction between recruitment and collective bargaining and industrial action. Ver.di activist Silvia Habekost will explain how the union succeeded in reaching collective agreements on staffing levels in two big public



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Aug. 18, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Ukraine: building the union in challenging times

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday, 17 August, 28 members of the Social Workers’ Union (SWU) participated in a one-day recruitment and organising training session organised by EPSU.
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            New strategies help trade unions tackle racism, discrimination and the far-right

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has attended a series of events examining how unions can address the growing issues of racism, discrimination and the far-right.
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            Recruitment and organising – working on strategy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier today, 7 June, 20 representatives from public service unions in five countries participated in the final workshop of the sixth EPSU training initiative on recruitment and organising strategies.
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            Recruitment and organising: getting the strategy right

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over the past two years, EPSU has been working closely with many of its affiliates in Central and Eastern Europe as they debate and draft strategies to strengthen their recruitment and organising efforts.
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            USA sets example for Europe with initiative on organising and collective bargaining

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  USA


        

                
                
        
                            The US government has set out 70 recommendations to encourage collective bargaining and union membership making it easier for many federal employees to join unions and eliminating barriers for union organizers to talk with workers. A report by the administration’s Task Force on Worker Organizing and Empowerment, says, “it is our administration’s belief that unions benefit all of us.” The report notes that union households earn up to 20% more than non-union households, with an even greater union advantage for workers with less formal education and workers of colour. The report calls for
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            Developing organising strategies in North East Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last October, 26 participants from nine EPSU affiliates in Armenia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Ukraine took part in the fifth online workshop on recruitment and and organising strategies.
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            Recruitment and organising strategies – let’s take it to the next level

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At the end of last year more than 20 EPSU affiliates took part in an in-depth process to develop their recruitment and organising strategies.
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            Organising Young Workers: a new report and online interactive workshops 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last week, EPSU held two online, interactive workshops for the EPSU Youth Network and the Recruitment and Organising Network, on one of the most important topic for the future of our unions – organising young workers.
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            EPSU kicks off training on organising in Romania and Poland

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In October and November this year, EPSU provided some initial training on recruitment and organising to activists in Romania and Poland.
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            Union strike bus continues its tour

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The vpod/ssp public services union has launched an organising and collective bargaining initiative to boost the level of activism in the union across the country. The aim is to talk to members and workers at local level to find out the main issues of concern and discuss what can be done in response. Pay and staffing levels have unsurprisingly emerged among the hottest issues as the bus has made its way through health and social care workplaces in Basel, Bern and the regions of Solothurn and St.Gallen. However, workers have also raised concerns about fair working hours, having proper breaks
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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