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            EPSU to Governments and employers: Do not abuse the pandemic to undermine workers’ rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over the last two weeks, we have seen multiple attempts by employers and governments to undermine workers’ rights by forcing solutions to pandemic, at the expense of workers.
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            EPSU tells employers on WDDW: tackle staff shortages in care. Workers deserve respect, higher pay and better working conditions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s people want quality services for the young, the disabled, the elderly and all in need of care.
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            Nine trade union organisations coordinate demands on jobs and pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Nine public service federations - CGT, CFDT, FO, UNSA, FSU, Solidaires, FA-FP, CFE-CGC and CFTC - are continuing to work together in their campaign to defend jobs and services across the public sector and secure better pay and conditions for public sector workers. They are planning to rally outside the ministries of finance and public services at midday on 27 June, a few days before a meeting on pay planned for 2 July where the unions will be calling for salaries that recognise the work, skills, qualifications and commitment of public service workers.
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            Hundred thousands join strike of French public service unions – EPSU solidarity

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            French public service workers are keeping up the pressure on the government to withdraw or change its proposals for reform of the public services.
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            Unions and students mobilise for 19 March

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Four trade union organisations - CGT, FO, FSU and Solidaires - are joining with two student organisations - UNEF and UNL - in a national demonstration and strike action on 19 March focusing on pay, social protection and a range of other key demands. The unions want negotiations across the sectors for a general pay rise along with an increase to the national minimum wage.
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            Public service workers in action for better pay: France, Greece, Netherlands, UK…

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ten thousands marched to demand an end to the pay freeze for public service workers in several cities in France 22 May 2018.
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            Unions plan next steps as government fails to deliver

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            The nine trade union federations in the public sector have agreed that the government has failed to propose an adequate response to their key demands on pay, purchasing power and sick pay. The unions met on 26 October to discuss the next steps and agreed to boycott the plenary meeting of the public service council due to take place on 6 November. Instead, they will organise a demonstration outside the finance ministry on that day.
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            Public sector unions' joint action mobilises hundreds of thousands

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Strike action and demonstrations in over 140 cities across the country were part of a successful day of action on 10 October organised by the nine public sector trade union organisations. Unions estmate that over 400000 joined the national protests involving workers right across the public services. The day of action was in protest at government plans to freeze pay again and to cut jobs. The unions are due to meet the public services minister, Gérald Darmanin, and they will then meet together on 23 October to discuss whether and when to take further action. A contingent with EPSU banners
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             A strike with European dimension - Solidarity for French public service workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers came to the streets in over 100 towns and villages across France, 10 October. They protested the proposals of the French government to cut 120.000 staff.
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            Public service unions unite for day of action

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Nine public sector trade union organisations have come together to organise a national day of action on 10 October in protest at government attacks on the pay, conditions and jobs of public service workers. The unions accuse President Macron of doing the opposite of what he proposed in his presidential election campaign. Far from increasing pay, his government is maintaining the pay freeze for public sector workers. There is also a threat to 120000 jobs across the public services and the re-introduction of a waiting day before claiming sick pay. The unions will organise demonstrations and



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            CGT (FR)

                            FO (FR)

                            CFDT (FR)

                            UNSA (FR)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Aug. 31, 2017
        
                    
                    
        
                            2017 September epsucob@NEWS 15

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Trade unions react to labour code proposals

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Proposals to reform the labour code were published owin 31 August with some initial negative reactions from the trade unions. A common response was that the raft of reforms was being put forward before there had been a proper evaluation of the changes that have been implemented in the last four years. Unions expressed concern about rebalancing of the relationship between sector and company-level bargaining and changes to compensation in cases of redundancy. In small companies (less than 50 employees) it will be possible for employers to negotiate with non-trade union representatives and in
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            Better pay, training and career development for childcare workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Younion, representing municipal workers in Austria has launched a petition calling for support for childcare workers in the Lower Austria region.
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            Confederations express concern over labour law proposals

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            (June 2017) The three main confederations have expressed their concern over some of the elements of the new government's proposals for reforming labour law. The details won't be published until the end of June but already the unions have raised issues with plans to rebalance collective bargaiing towards the company level, reform workplace representation and reduce compensation for redundancy. They argue that they see little in the proposals to benefit workers and remain unconvinced that reducing employment protection will boost job creation. A process of consultation is planned for the summer
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            Energy unions unite in day of action on pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017) Five energy federations, including FNME-CGT, FNEM-FO, CFDT, CGC and CFE, organised a joint day of action and strikes on 14 March in their campaign to secure a pay increase as well as an end to restsructuring and job cuts. The unions want to see an increase applied to the basic pay structure but employers in the sector have only been offering changes to other payments and have refused an increase on the basic salary which would guarantee a pay increase for all workers in the sector. EPSU sent a solidarity message.
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