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            Trade unions condemn criminalisation of LGBTIQ+ people and activists in Russia

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU General Secretary and EPSU Vice-President Thomas Kattnig joined Europe’s trade union leaders in condemning the acts and attacks of the Russian government against people and activists of the LGBT+ community.
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            Confederations reject government attack on right to strike

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            The three trade union confederations – SAK, Akava and STTK – have issued a joint statement condemning the proposed reform of the law on collective action. They argue that the changes are designed to upset the balance of the labour market, increase unilateral action by employers and will not improve industrial peace. The confederations say that they will not accept the reforms and that there is no need for a further tightening of rules as existing regulations already impose a range of restrictions. The government wants to limit the rights to political strikes and solidarity action and proposes
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            EPSU calls for a strong and just CSDD Directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 15th November members from different organisations gathered at the Place Schuman to participate in a protest organised by the ETUC calling for a just Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence
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            ITUC welcomes ILO decision on right to strike
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                            The International Trade Union Confederation has welcomed the decision of the governing body of the International Labour Organisation to refer the question of the right to strike to the International Court of Justice (ICJ). There has been a a long-standing dispute between workers’ and employers’ representatives related to the right to strike and the extent to which it derives from the ILO conventions on the freedom of association (87) and the rights to organise and collective bargaining (98). The issue will now be addressed by the ICJ and the ITUC hopes this will unblock the impasse that has
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  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions and their confederations continue to raise concerns about the government’s proposals that will impact trade union rights, employment conditions and the welfare state. Members of the SAK confederation has been involved in a series of events, protests and work stoppages since September and more are planned for November. The STTK confederation is mobilising for a major demonstration on 18 November while the AKAVA confederation is focused on getting the government around the negotiating table.
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            Unions across Europe stand in #SolidarityWithSES

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s call for solidarity with the SES Union (Türkiye) was widely responded to by affiliate unions before the trial.
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            Unions step up campaign on rights to strike and protest

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The three main trade union confederations – ACV/CSC, ABVV/FGTB and ACLVB/CGSLB – are taking further steps to defend trade union rights and particularly the rights to strike and protest. They will be joining other civil society and campaigning organisations on 5 October in a national demonstration against the Van Quickenborne law which will make it increasingly difficult to organise protests. The unions have already challenged attacks on trade union rights and particularly legal action taken against trade union strikers and protestors in the recent long-running Delhaize dispute in the retail
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            EPSU calls for solidarity with Turkish unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The leaders and members of the SES Union will be in court next week due to their trade union activities.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Solidarity

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Sep. 13, 2023
        
                    
                    
        
                            2023 September EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No. 18

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Government set to attack trade union and workers’ rights

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            The three national trade union confederations – SAK, STTK and AKAVA – are extremely concerned about the new centre-right coalition government’s wide-ranging programme of attacks on trade union and workers’ rights and are planning events and protests in response. The government, which includes representatives of the far-right Finns Party is planning to impose restrictions on sympathetic and political strike action, a €200 fine for individual strikers when a strike is found to be illegal and a dramatic increase in fines on trade union for illegal action. It is also likely that further
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            EPSU stands with French unions against the government’s repression

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After the persecution of several FNME-CGT trade union leaders, including the General Secretary Sebastien Menesplier, CGT and other French unions gathered in front of Montmorency gendarmerie, where Menesplier was summoned, on 6 September.
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            Confederations in joint call for withdrawal of threat to check-off

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Hungary


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU and the ETUC have written to prime minister Viktor Orbán to protest about draft legislation that undermines the right of public sector trade unions to collect union membership dues by check-off. The draft law is about reducing the administrative burdens of the state but will clearly pose major problems for trade unions and increase their own administration as they take on the task to collect fees. The public sector confederation SZEF along with the four other national confederations are supported by the ETUC and EPSU in calling for the proposals to be withdrawn and for negotiations to
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            European Federations back union in defence of activists

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            The European trade union federations, EPSU and industriAll Europe, have written to the French government to strongly condemn the prosecutions of leaders and activists in the FNME-CGT energy trade union. The federations argue that the legal actions are politically motivated, with a view to suppress trade union opposition to government policy. On 6 September, Sébastien Menesplier, the General Secretary of FNME-CGT will be summoned to the gendarmerie in Montmorency in connection with energy workers’ protests against the recent pension reforms. As EPSU and industriAll Europe argue, these were
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            French trade unionists call for solidarity amidst attacks on essential rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade union rights are facing escalating challenges throughout Europe.
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            Union steps up campaign for equal rights for church employees

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union is running two weeks of action as part of its campaign to secure equal rights for workers employed by church organisations. Between 25 September and 6 October, union members will be out promoting the campaign petition with the aim of securing 4000 signatures. Currently church-based employers like the Diakonie and Caritas, organisations that employ hundreds of thousands of health and care workers, have special treatment under the law in relation to co-determination, collective bargaining and the right to strike. Ver.di wants this changed so that all workers have the same



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Jul. 06, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Work for a European NGO and want to know your rights?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Here’s a guide in English, created by FairCSOs and the Belgian Unions, with the support of EPSU. The guide is meant to help you navigate the Belgian system and your basic rights.
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                                    Mar
        14
    

    
        
        
            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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