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      Fighting privatisation and defending public services
Across Europe the quantity and quality of our public services and the pay and conditions of our members are under threat from privatisation. EPSU is committed to fighting privatisation in any of its forms whether contracting-out and sub-contracting, public-private partnerships or various processes of commercialisation or marketisation. This briefing on privatisation was produced for the EPSU Congress in 2019 and covers the main work done over the last Congress period and the priorities for the current period.
Public and private sector efficiency is an important report that provides a comprehensive overview of academic research that challenges the idea that the private sector is more efficient than the public sector. The future is public is the latest update on insourcing highlighting the trends to bring privatised services back under public ownership and control.
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            Energy unions plan further action over EDF restructuring

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            The four unions representing workers in France's main energy company EDF - FNME-CGT, FNEM-FO, CFE-CGC and CFDT Chimie Energie - are continuing their joint actions in protest against the plans for major restructuring and privatisation of the company. After the widely supported strike action on 19 September, the unions have launched a petition and are planning a further day of strike action on 17 October.
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            Union takes further action against outsourcers

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            Central government union PCS organised a fifth week of action against outsourcing company Interserve which provides services for the Foreign Office. The core of the dispute is over union recognition. Meanwhile, the union also organised a five-day strike by cleaners employed by the ISS multinational which has a contract with the tax and revenue service (HMRC) on Merseyside in north west England.
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            Ending care home contracts will boost workers' pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            Public service unions, including Fagborbundet and the nurses' union, are hopeful that 11 privatised care homes in Oslo will be back under municipal control in the next two years as their contracts come to an end. The red/green coalition on the city council has given positive signs but the unions are concerned it may use an option to extend contracts by one or two years. The unions argue that any delay will be costly to the workers. They give the example of a care home in Uranienburg which was privatised in 2013 and then remunicipalised but workers in the home had lost out with annual salaries
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                            A nine-month long dispute between the PCS civil service union and contractors ISS and Aramark could be near to conclusion if details of a pay offer are confirmed. The companies provide services to the Department for Business, Energy and Industry Strategy which has indicated that the contractors may meet the union's demand to pay the London living wage of £10.55 (EUR 11.80) an hour. Meanwhile, the union is planning another five days of strike action in another long-running dispute, this time over union recognition at the contractor Interserve which provides services for the Foreign Office.
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                            A major review of hundreds of academic studies reveals that there is no empirical evidence that the private sector is intrinsically more efficient than the public sector
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            Unions continue fight over pay and outsourcing

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            Public service unions are fighting for better pay from outsourcing companies and to stop further outsourcing. Members of the PCS civil service union are continuing their long-running strike to get outsourcers Aramark and ISS to pay the living wage. They are calling on government intervention to resolve the dispute. Meanwhile health workers in Bradford in the north east are threatening an all-out strike in protest at plans to transfer them to a wholly-owned subsidiary rather than retain them as direct employees of the National Health Service.



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            PCS

                            Unison

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Aug. 07, 2019
        
                    
                    
        
                            2019 August epsucob@NEWS 15

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Hospital support staff strike to get NHS pay and conditions
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                            Around 300 hospital support workers, including catering, cleaning and portering staff, took strike action on 31 July in their campaign to get pay parity with National Health Service employees. The workers at three hospitals in North West England are employed by the multinational Compass and many of them are on the lowest pay rate of £8.21 (€8.95) an hour which is £0.82 (€0.90) less than the £9.03 (€9.85) minimum for NHS workers. EPSU sent a solidarity message.
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            Analysis finds Commission study hinting at further push on privatisation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Research on public assets published by the European Commission fails to capture realistically their role in society and the economy according to a briefing produced for EPSU.
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            Outsourced workers fight for pay parity

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU sent a solidarity message today to hundreds of health workers on strike in three hospitals in North West England. The workers – cleaners, porters, catering and security staff – are employed by the multinational Compass and want their pay and conditions to match those of the directly-employed National Health Service (NHS) workers whom they work alongside.
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            Outsourced workers still fighting for pay and union recognition
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                            Outsourced workers at the Foreign Office and Department for Business Energy and Industrial Strategy (DBEIS) are continuing to fight for better pay and at least the living wage. Workers employed by the Interserve company at the Foreign Office will be involved in talks at the conciliation service ACAS on 26 July to try to resolve their dispute over pay and recognition but their union, the PCS, has said strike action was already planned if a suitable settlement was not achieved. Meanwhile at the DBEIS, cleaners employed by ISS and catering workers employed by Aramark are on all-out strike to
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            Union organises regular actions over workloads and working conditions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The CNE trade union is organising a series of weekly actions in the health and care sector to raise awareness of the serious problems relating to workloads and poor working conditions in hospitals and other care institutions. The union is coming up with a range of inventive actions on each "white-shirt" Tuesday to highlight the demands of workers to make the sector more attractive. The third Tuesday (18 June) focused on care homes and the poor pay and working conditions of care workers, particularly in home run by multinational companies.
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            EPSU sends solidarity to striking outsourced workers in UK

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday (18 June) EPSU sent its support to outsourced workers on the second day of their five-day strike over pay.
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            EPSU delegates fighting for a fair future for all

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Dublin is to play host to over 550 trade unionists from across Europe for the 10th Congress of the European Public Services Union (EPSU) from tomorrow (4th June).
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            Insourcing services - more evidence and arguments from the UK

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report by the Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE) in the UK provides further evidence of the trend towards and benefits of insourcing public services.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Local government

                            Low pay/minimum wages

                            Outsourcing

                            Privatisation

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            May. 28, 2019
        
                    
                    
        
                            2019 June epsucob@NEWS 11

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union plans action against private care company

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA public services union has warned the Vikapleje private eldercare company that it will face strike action from 15 June unless it ensures that its employees are paid in line with the municipal agreement. The company provides services for the Halsnæs municipality north west of Copenhagen and FOA has been trying for some time to negotiate an agreement with the company along the lines of those it has with many other private companies. The union estimates that Vikaplege is costing workers as much as DKK 90000 (EUR 12000) a year in lower pay and pension benefits.
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