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            Securing High-skilled Green Jobs in the Gas Sector is Integral to the Just Transition

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press Release - Today the European trade union federations, EPSU and industriAll, and the industry association Eurogas, adopted a common position on the Just Transition in the Green Deal.
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            Solidarity with EDF and ENGIE workers fighting against restructuring projects

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On November 26, workers in the French multinational electric utility companies ENGIE and EDF are mobilising to defend the future of their jobs, the public energy sector and to demand the suspension of the companies’ current restructuring projects.
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            Energy unions mobilise over restructuring

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            On 26 November, unions in the multinational energy companies ENGIE and EDF mobilised to defend jobs and the public energy sector, demanding the suspension of the companies’ restructuring projects. The unions argue that, if implemented, the plans will endanger both the future of employees and the French energy sector with little consideration of the disastrous social consequences. EPSU sent a message of solidarity for the action. Joint communique (FR)
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  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            Following mediation, trade unions ELogIT and Fagforbundet have negotiated a new energy sector agreement that delivers a 5.6% pay increase on all pay rates plus a NOK 27000 (EUR 2480) increase on the minimum wage rate for occupations requiring technical/vocational training taking it to NOK 460000 (EUR 42250). The agreement includes several other improvements to working conditions relating to changing and toilet facilities (particularly for women), standards for accommodation when working away from home and compensation for extra long shifts. A framework for home work is being developed in
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  Ukraine


        

                
                
        
                            Earlier this month the Atomprofilska nuclear energy union began negotations with the Energoatom company. However, the industry is facing major challenges and the union is particularly concerned about the financial state of the company and the lack of support from the government. The union argues that the government has left the company effectively on the verge of bankruptcy and this is having an impact on maintaining proper health and safety. The union is looking to appeal directly to the President to take action, will organise protests in key cities, is calling for the resignation of the
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            Energy unions face major fights
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                            Energy unions are facing challenges on several fronts. Leading gas company Centrica has faced major criticism from unions - GMB, UNISON, Unite and Prospect - when it followed up an announcement of 5000 job cuts with a plan to sack and re-hire 20000 staff on worse terms and conditions. The GMB union has already had a consultative ballot which showed 95% support for strike action and so a formal ballot will be undertaken. Meanwhile the GMB members at Northern Gas Networks have voted 98% in favour of industrial action on pay while Unite members at the Drax energy company have been balloted over
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            Pandemic and beyond: a 2020 Global Trade Union Assembly

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The 2020 Global Trade Union Assembly is running a series of events from 9-11 July 2020.
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            Health workers bear brunt of COVID-19 infections

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            More than 150,000 healthcare workers have been infected by the COVID-19 virus according to data from just eight countries – Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Russia, Spain, Turkey and Ukraine.
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                            Global trade union federations have welcomed the initiative of the ENGIE energy multinational to commit to cover any hospitalisation and death-related costs arising from the COVID-19 virus for any of its 170000 employees around the world. The company is bringing forward implementation of a new CARE programme for employees that would provide help with such costs but, in the period up to 31 December 2020, is boosting this by providing full coverage of hospitalization costs related to COVID-19 and for employees temporarily without social protection providing all-cause death cover and
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            Public utility workers: The unseen frontline responders in the Corona Crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The coronavirus pandemic has now infected more than 2 million people worldwide and caused over 145,000 deaths. Like so many other key workers, workers in the waste collection, water and energy distribution sectors are risking their lives
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            Digitalisation at the heart of social partners’ commitment to keep the lights on

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In these times of public health crisis, digital technologies enable the electricity sector to keep the lights on, adapting traditional models from generation to smart infrastructure in our constantly transforming industry.
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            EPSU Position on the European Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Challenging consensus on the use of market-based solutionsto fight climate breakdown. The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) welcomes the Green Deal proposed by the European Commission as a holistic response to the climate emergency.
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            EPSU Utilities Sanding Committee: role of the public sector and a just transition for workers must be at the core of the EU Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (27 February 2020) On 26th February, EPSU held its biannual Standing Committee (SC) on Utilities, bringing together EPSU affiliates from across Europe. The key elements addressed during this meeting were
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            More public money needed in Just Transition Fund

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has announced today that the just transition fund will include €7.5 billion of “fresh money”.
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            Is the proposed Transition Fund really just? 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Betting on private investment and market-based mechanisms won’t help deliver a just transition for workers.
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