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            Mediterranean trade unions on public services, European parliament elections and the extreme-right

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The recent elections in several European countries that resulted in gains for extreme-right parties and even brought them into government were discussed at the constituency of the Mediterranean unions.
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            General strike forces government to pause legal reforms
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                            A general strike organised by the Histradut confederation was a key part of the national mobilisation against the government coalition’s plans to weaken the role of the Supreme Court. As a result the government, which includes parties of the far right, said the proposals that would prevent the Court from ruling on legislation and allow the government to appoint judges, would be put on hold.
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            Higher pay and shorter hours across public services 
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                            After seven years with no update to the main public sector framework agreement the Histradut trade union organisation reports that negotiations have delivered a salary increase of 11% over the next four years up to April 2027 along with a lump sum of NIS 6,000 (€1575) designed to help cope with the cost of living. Workers will get a two-hour cut in working week from 42 to 41 hours in June 2023 and from 41 to 40 hours in January 2025. There will also be special salary adjustments for a range of occupations, particularly in health and social care. Meanwhile, the union has negotiated an agreement
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            Care and water workers in action

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Poland


        

                
                
        
                            Over 400 social care workers in Legnica in south west Poland could begin strike action on 27 February if their pay demands are not met. Their union, NSZZ "Solidarność", points out that over half the workers are on the minimum wage and this is set to rise to three-quarters if the employers don’t respond to the call for pay increases. The union says that this is a fight not just about pay but for the dignity of the profession. Meanwhile, water workers in Wielkopolska in central west Poland – members of the NSZZ "Solidarność" and Forum trade unions – are involved in protests over pricing and
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            Union makes breakthrough at Fresenius
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                            The UCAPSE trade union has made a significant breakthrough by negotiating the first collective agreement covering 500 employees at Nefromor a subsidiary of the Fresenius Medical Care multinational. UCAPSE managed to organise workers in 2018 and has since been involved in long and complex negotiations to achieve a collective agreement which now covers pay, minimum wages, working time, education funds, pensions and shift allowances. There are backdated pay increases of 3.25% for 2021 and 3% for 2022. The hourly rate for the lowest paid will rise to around €8.40 (legal minimum wage is €7.73). The
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            EPSU launches new report on registration of health care assistants

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report from EPSU finds that the mandatory registration of health care assistants (HCAs) is a complex exercise that must be taken in close consultation with unions.
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            Northeast European group of unions cover many problems

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The unions listened to the update of the Ukrainian union leaders on how the continued aggression of the Russian Federation is causing devastation in Ukraine.
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            Unprecedented pay rise for social insurance workers

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Poland


        

                
                
        
                            Workers at the ZUS social insurance institution are getting a large pay rise thanks to months of campaigning and negotiating by their union ZPP ZUS. Most workers will get at least PLN 600 (€125) but on average increases will be around PLN 900 (€190). The minimum salary is now PLN 3100 (€650). Some workers will benefit from discretionary increases with a maximum increase for most workers of PLN 1200 (€250) while IT workers could get up to PLN 1500 (€315). EPSU wrote to the prime minister underlining the massive amount of additional work ZUS employees had to undertake in relation to the pandemic
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            Situation in Prison Services - Poland 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Andrzej Kolodziejski, President of the of the National Prison Section of NSZZ Solidarność in Poland, wrote to the Committee of Justice and Human Rights to ask for support in their efforts to introduce necessary changes in the Prison Service.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Solidarity

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 11, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Unions in Northeastern Europe express solidarity with Ukrainian workers and people

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fighting continues after the Russian army invaded Ukraine. The Ukrainian unions thank all for the messages of solidarity and support. It is now important to turn that in concrete assistance. The financial support via the ETUC/ITUC solidarity fund remains important.
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            ITUC calls on UN to expose Illegal Corporate Operations in Palestine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The UN Human rights office published a data based of companies operating in illegal settlements in Palestine.
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            Municipal workers call for pay increase

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Poland


        

                
                
        
                            Members of the Solidarity trade union employed by the local authority and municipal companies in Szczecin in North West Poland organised a protest on 29 December outside the City Hall calling for a pay rise for the many workers carrying out essential services and often arduous work. The demands cover around 6000 workers providing a range of services from water and waste to early years education and nursing homes. The union has called for a PLN 1000 (€220) pay rise and estimates that some 50% of the 6000 workers are on the minimum wage of PLN 3000 (€660). The action followed an earlier protest
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            Court rules against university’s anti-union actions
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                            The Davar news website reports that last month the Regional Labour Court ordered Tel Aviv University to pay 150,000 shekels (€42,500) to the research laboratory workers’ union in compensation for obstructing its efforts to unionize. The Court said the university tried to fire the chair of the union and dock the salary of another union member. It ordered the university to rescind the dismissal of the union chair, Dr Moti Ronen, and bring him back to work under the same contractual agreements that preceded his dismissal. The university is also required to pay back in full the salary it docked
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            EPSU kicks off training on organising in Romania and Poland

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In October and November this year, EPSU provided some initial training on recruitment and organising to activists in Romania and Poland.
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            EPSU Executive committee elects new vice-President, considers digitalisation and agrees joint day of action 23 June 2022

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of Europe’s public service unions joined on the world day to stop violence against women.
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