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            Firefighters network meeting and study visit: health and safety at centre of discussion

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 12-13 December the EPSU Firefighters network met in Brussels for a two-day discussion and practices exchange.
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            Firefighters' unions organise protest over pay and conditions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The STAL and STML trade unions that represent firefighters organised a national protest in Lisbon on 3 December to challenge the government over changes to the statutes that regulate pay and conditions in the sector. The trade unions had already registered their anger with the government over its failure to negotiate with them. The government did agree to meet the unions but they rejected its proposals for change because they threatened to undermine firefighters' pay, pensions and career progression.
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            Spanish firefighters call for national framework for fire services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Firefighters are demonstrating in Madrid today (26 October) to demand a national, legal framework for fire services that would regulate employment and working conditions.
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  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            Firefighters' unions in Spain and Italy are calling for government action to address a number of longstanding issues. In Italy the FP-CGIL trade union has declared a state of agitation around a number of key demands related to the collective agreement, recruitment, occupational safety, pensions and the right to elect workplace representatives. The union wants to see action to reduce bureaucracy and increase investment. Meanwhile, in Spain the unions want a framework law to establish a clear national structure for the service which is characterised by significant differences across the regions
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            International Day for Disaster Prevention – Unions saluting the work of emergency service workers 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The UN has declared 13 October the day of International Disaster Prevention.
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            The Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive – What we need for a global EU strategy against work related cancer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU shares the view of ETUC concerning the different elements needed for a global EU strategy against work related cancer. We want to insist on the need to provide better prevention for more than 12.7 million healthcare workers in Europe.
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            EPSU Firefighters’ Network expresses solidarity with colleagues battling fires in Greece and Sweden 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After many weeks of hot weather firefighters are battling against fires that are bringing danger and destruction to Greece and Sweden.
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            Call for more resources to prevent and tackle forest fires

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            In a timely intervention, the FSC-CCOO has called on the government to put more resources into the prevention and fighting of forest fires - an issue which the union sees has become one of the most urgent for the country and rural communities. Along with a strengthening of the fire service - increased employment, professionalisation and training - the union argues that more has to be done to take preventative measures, some of which could actually help to boost rural economies.
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            New ILO Guidelines on Decent Work for Public Emergency Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 20 April 2018 an ILO tripartite meeting of experts agreed new Guidelines on Decent Work for Public Emergency Services.
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            Firefighters get new agreement after nine-year freeze

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The FP CGIL trade union has signed a new collective agreement covering firefighters which has important provisions for a general pay rise, increased overtime pay and increased payments recognising the arduousness of the occupation. With these key pay-related elements agreed, the union says that negotiations will now move on to deal with a wide range of other employment conditions covering health and safety, provisions for firefighters who can no longer manage active service, training, insurance against occupational accidents and diseases as well as the overall organisation of the service.
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            Firefighters get prostate cancer recognised as occupational disease

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Norway


        

                
                
        
                            Public services union Fagforbundet has welcomed the news that the national Labour and Welfare Administration has recognised prostate cancer as an occupational disease affecting firefighters. The union says that firefighters and lawyers worked on the case for five years in order to convince the authorities to recognise the disease. The union is now calling on firefighters who have been diagnosed with the disease and exposed to fires and toxic substances to come forward for an assessment to see if they quality for compensation.
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            Public sector unions plan strike as firefighters call off action 

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Slovenia


        

                
                
        
                            At least 17 public sector unions are planning to take part in a one-day strike on 24 January to demand an end to austerity and to the retention of the single pay system for all public sector workers. The unions are concerned about pay deals with doctors, public sector directors and senior managers in the state holding company that call into question the single pay structure in the public sector. In the meantime, the firefighters' union has called off action planned for 10 January following government agreement to regrading of 14 posts within the fire service.
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            EPSU feature on adaptation to climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The heatwaves and droughts, storms and flooding that have hit Europe and other parts of the world this summer have left no doubt about the devastating consequences of extreme weather events linked to climate change.
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            Solidarity with Italian firefighters

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Italian firefighters are demonstrating for better pay and pensions, for more funding for the fire services and for improved staffing.
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