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                            Research published today by the European Trade Union Institute (ETUI) shows that progress towards closing the wage gap between East and West in the European Union came to a halt in 2008.
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                            Nine organisations representing healthworkers, including the OZZPiP nurses' and midwives' union, have come together in a campaign calling for pay increases across the sector. The unions have coordinated a petition that has gathered over 230000 signatures and on 17 July organised a demonstration outside parliament. The unions are arguing for a new pay system with minimum rates for different professions.
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            Standing up for a pay rise for public service workers in Europe – Poland, France…

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Referring to the proud history of the actions of the Polish trade union of nurses and midwives, EPSU General Secretary supported the union’s continued demand for decent pay and conditions
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            Confederations set out pay demands
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                            The three trade union confederations - NSZZ Solidarity, OPZZ and FZZ - have called for a 7% increase in the minimum wage, higher than the 3% on offer from the government. The unions argue that with economic growth it is a good time to move towards the long-term target of a minimum wage equivalent to 50% of the average wage. The unions have also called for a general wage increase of 5.6%, with a higher increase of 9% for workers in the budget (public sector). Read more at > Warsaw Voice news website (EN)
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                            Over 100000 workers joined a national demonstration in Warsaw on Saturday 14th September. The protest marked the end of four days of action organised jointly by the three main confederations - Solidarnosc, OPZZ and Forum. The confederations were protesting against government plans to deregulate employment law, increase retirement ages to 67 and introduce reforms to health services. [Read more at > Polish Radio news (EN)->http://www.thenews.pl/1/9/Artykul/147250,Unionists-hold-protest-finale-in-Warsaw] [Read the EPSU solidarity letter at > EPSU->http://www.epsu.org/a/9750] [And the ETUC
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            Unions plan protest and possible general strike 
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                            The Solidarnosc trade union confederation is consulting its membership to see what anti-government protest action it might organise in the summer with a general strike included in the range of possibilities. The confederation opposes what it sees as “junk” employment contracts, which limit employment rights, and want a higher minimum wage. They also want more support for certain types of industry and changes to the healthcare system. Read more at > Warsaw Voice news website (EN)
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            Three confederations protest over breakdown in social dialogue
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                            In an unprecedented move the three confederations – Solidarnosc, NPZZ and Forum – have agreed to withdraw from tripartite social dialogue working groups and to challenge the Prime Minister on the government’s failure to comply with legislation on social dialogue and convene regular meetings of the tripartite commission. The unions argue that the government has a constitutional duty to take part in the social dialogue and not just in the working groups that have no decision-making role. [Read more at > Solidarnosc (PL)->http://www.solidarnosc.org.pl/pl/aktualnosci/sielanka-sie-skonczyla.html]



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Jul. 25, 2011
        
                    
                    
        
                            2011 July epsucob@NEWS 13

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Confederation co-ordinates petition on minimum wage increase
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                            The Solidarnosc trade union has delivered a petition with 300,000 signatures to Parliament calling for an increase in the minimum wage. The confederation wants the government to meet its commitment to raise the minimum wage so that it reaches 50% of the average wage. Read more at > Solidarnosc (PL)
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            Union pursues legal challenge over cuts in public administration
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                            The Solidarnosc union is backing a legal challenge to government legislation that allows for a 10% in employment in public administration. A key part of the union case is that while the cuts might deliver savings in the short term, their long-term results would have a negative impact on public services. Solidarnosc organised a demonstration outside the hearing. Read more at > Solidarnosc (PL)
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                            A government decision to freeze public sector pay will be met by strike action and demonstrations on 22 September. Workers across the public services are expected to take part in the action. Read more at > WBJ news website (EN)
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                            Public sector unions are building for a major demonstration on 22 September in protest at the government’s plans to freeze pay in 2011 as part of cuts strategy. Unions in the state sector are calling for an increase of 5.3% next year. Read more at > Polish news website (EN)
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            Nurses and midwives strike over pay 
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                            Nurses and midwives at the specialized hospital in Radom in central Poland are on strike in support of their claim for a substantial pay increase. The hospital has said it cannot afford the pay increase as it is already in deficit. The strike began on 5 August at the hospital that is the biggest in the region. [Read more at > Polish Radio news (EN)->http://www.polskieradio.pl/thenews/national/artykul113659_striking_radom_nurses_break_off_talks.html] [And more at > Polish Radio news (EN)-> http://www.polskieradio.pl/thenews/national/artykul113550_third_day_in_nurse_strike.html] [Thanks for this
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            Solidarnosc calls for national negotiations over health service pay
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                            Solidarnosc wants the government to take a different approach to pay in the health service. The union argues that the pay of professional groups should be set more systematically and linked in some way to average earnings. At the moment there are widespread disputes over pay and, according to the union, the government is making matters worse by dealing with each professional group separately rather than negotiating across the whole of the health service. Read more at > Solidarnosc (EN)
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            Demand for higher pay in public sector
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                            Federations covering all the main sectors within the Solidarnosc confederation came together this month to demand higher pay for public sector workers. With food and energy price rises exceeding pay increases for many public sector workers, Solidarnosc leader Janusz Sniadek talked about the importance of solidarity to support the protests of individual groups of workers for higher pay. Read more at > Solidarnosc (EN)
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