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            EPSU stands with French unions against the government’s repression

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After the persecution of several FNME-CGT trade union leaders, including the General Secretary Sebastien Menesplier, CGT and other French unions gathered in front of Montmorency gendarmerie, where Menesplier was summoned, on 6 September.
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            French trade unionists call for solidarity amidst attacks on essential rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade union rights are facing escalating challenges throughout Europe.
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            Strike delivers better pay deal for gas workers
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                            After six weeks of strike action the CGT trade union has secured a monthly increase of €200 for workers in the GRDF gas distribution company. The first increases will be implemented in January with increases ranging from a minimum of €50 up to and €87. The CGT is concerned about any attempt to intimidate strikers and has warned GRDF's management against any action that could be taken against striking employees, whether in terms of disciplinary
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            In the main (IEG) electricity and gas sector negotiations the CGT, CFDT and FO unions have agreed a 2.3% increase on the basic national salary for 2023 with a minimum guaranteed increase of €1040 for the year (€80 on the monthly salary over 13 months), along with individualised increases worth 1%. The CFE-CGC union refused to sign arguing that the increase was inadequate. The negotiations followed mobilisations by the unions earlier in the autumn demanding pay negotiations to address the cost of living crisis and the increases come in addition to the extra bonuses paid this year in response to
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                            Trade unions in several sectors have planned action this autumn over jobs, pay and pensions. The CGT has called for protests and strikes across France on 29 September in response to the cost-of-living crisis with calls to increase pay, a minimum wage of €2000 a month and moves towards a 32-hour working week. Meanwhile, energy unions, including FNME-CGT, FO-FNEM and CFE Énergies have rejected the latest pay offer from the electricity employers and are planning action on 6 October. In the care sector, FO mobilised workers in residential elderly care on 27 September to demand recognition of
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            The energy federations of the CGT, CFDT, FO and CFE-CGC report widespread and strong support for their strike action on 2 June. The unions want energy sector employers to agree to immediate negotiations over pay. The unions regard the 0.3% pay increase implemented in January of this year as completely unacceptable and that an immediate increase of 4.5% is needed to help compensate for increased prices but negotiations are also needed to address several years of below-inflation pay rises. The unions issued a joint statement indicating the strength of feeling among workers and the unions’ clear
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            French energy unions take action over pay

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On June 2 energy unions in France are on strike. They strike over the erosion of purchasing power of their members.
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            Energy unions take action over pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions in the energy sector are planning strike action on Thursday 2 June over the erosion of purchasing power of their members. In a joint statement, they criticise the employers in the sector for failing to agree a timetable to negotiate and for applying an increase of only 0.3% on the basic national salary in January this year when inflation was already at 4.5%. The unions also highlight the fact that energy sector pay has not kept pace with inflation over many years and they are demanding an immediate increase of 4.5%.
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            Health and social care workers take action and energy workers plan strike

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            On 18 January unions (UNSA, FO and CFDT) representing technical and administrative staff in health and social care organised national strike action over pay, with union leaders meeting representatives of the health ministry on the following day. The unions are angry that commitments to review pay were not met by the end of 2021 and that a meeting of unions and employers planned for January was further postponed. The unions are concerned that a range of professions working in health, eldercare and disabled care in the public and private sectors have yet to benefit from the major “Ségur”
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            French energy unions achieve major success - dismantling and privatisation of energy company stopped

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following several years of battle, the French energy unions and their allies achieved a major victory when the French government withdrew the plan to dismantle energy company EDF.
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            EPSU Solidarity greetings to unions on strike and in action in France (electricity) and in Greece (health and social security)

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent solidarity greetings to our Greek comrades in the health care union POEDHN of Adedy and to the Pan-Hellenic strike of POSE - IKA and POPOKP.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Energy

                            Health

                            Privatisation

                            Strike

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 31, 2021
        
                    
                    
        
                            2021 EPSU Collective Bargaining News April No.7

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Unions mobilise in childcare and energy sectors 

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions in the childcare sector organised a day of action on 30 March in protest at government proposals that they say would lead to a deterioration in service quality and working conditions. The unions are concerned about the prospect of an increase in staff/children ratios and failure to address issues related to skills, pay and career development. Meanwhile, in the latest stage of their campaign against the restructuring of the energy sector, the four trade unions – FNME-CGT, CFE-CGC Énergies, FO Énergie et Mines and FCE-CFDT – have called for a day of strike action and protests on 8
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            Further mobilisation and strike action in the energy sector

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Following mobilisations on 14 and 19 January in protest at restructuring plans affecting the ENGIE and EDF energy companies, trade unions have set dates for further action in February. The four energy unions are planning joint mobilisations on 4, 10 and 11 February to coincide with key debates in parliament. Strike action is planned for the 10th when the head of EDF will be taking part in parliamentary hearing. The unions have also been lobbying MPs, 83 of whom have joined with the unions in sending a letter to the government protesting against the EDF “Hercule” restructuring project.
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            Unions continue to mobilise in energy and health and social care

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            On 19 January trade unions in the energy sector took further action in their campaign against the “Hercule” restructuring project in EDF, the main energy provider in France. EPSU and industriAll Europe sent a joint letter expressing their support for the unions, arguing that the plans pose a major threat to the company, its workers and the provision of energy as a public service. Meanwhile, unions representing health and social care also continued their protests on 12 and 21 January. A key issue is ensuring that pay increases awarded last year cover all health and social care workers
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            French trade unions mobilise over restructuring in the energy sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU stands in solidarity with French trade unions in the energy sector CGT Mines-Énergies, CFE-CGC Énergies, FO Énergie et Mines and FCE-CFDT that are mobilizing against massive restructuring plans in the multinational energy companies ENGIE and EDF.
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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