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            Platform work: making workers’ rights matter

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In February this year, the Supreme Court in the UK ruled that Uber, the driving, and delivery platform, should treat its drivers as workers and not as self-employed. This follows a trend across Europe where courts in several countries have forced digital platforms to revise the employment relationship with the workers providing their services. Platform work is changing the economic and social landscape, revolutionising the way services are delivered while raising major questions about social and labour rights. 
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            ETUC Executive: Trade union rights, Recovery fund, social dialogue, health and safety, tax policy on the agenda

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade union rights violations are increasing in Europe. The right to strike gets under pressure.
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            48-hour national strike in prisons over safety concerns
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                            The three main trade unions - CGSP/ACOD, ACV/CSC and SLFP/VSOA - organised a 48-hour national strike from 6am on 24 September in protest at proposals to relax the rules on prisoner visits. The unions are extremely concerned that the proposed changes come at a time of increasing infection and pose a serious threat to staff and inmates.
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            Health unions issue strike threat 
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                            When prime minister Sophie Wilmès visited the Saint-Pierre hospital in Brussels earlier this month she was met by rows of health workers with their backs turned. This reflected the growing anger among health workers about the failure of the government to deal with the pressing needs of the sector in terms of funding, staffing and personal protective equipment. Health trade unions are also angry about the two decrees (see CB News 9) on assistants carrying out nursing duties and requisitioning staff. Unions have issued official strike declarations in response to the failure to have a proper
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            EPSU advocates for sustainable investments in the occupational safety and health of public service workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU speaks at an EESC hearing on OSH and advocates for and highlights the benefits of sustainable investments in the occupational safety and health of public service workers.
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            Women, Work and Occupational Cancer - Fighting discrimination against female workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU was represented by colleagues from the Secretariat and from our Spanish member FSS-CC.OO and actively partipated in the conference "Women, Work and Cancer".
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            Disseminating results from joint work on health and safety and continuing professional development

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 3 December 2018 HOSPEEM and EPSU organised the social partners’ dissemination workshop focusing on the outcomes of two projects on health and safety and continuing professional developement.
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            Standing Committee Health and Social Services taking major decisions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            54 colleagues from 36 affiliates from 23 European countries, this time also including i.a. Russia, participated in EPSU's Standing Committee "Health and Social Services" organised on 2 October 2018 in Brussels.
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            Health and  Social Services meet to kick start debate for EPSU Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 14 March 2018 nearly 50 colleagues from about 20 countries met in Brussels for the spring 2018 meeting of the Standing Committee "Health and Social Services" (SC HSS).
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            Unions take action over prison staffing levels and pay
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                            Prison staff unions in Belgium, France and Spain have been taking or are planning industrial action or demonstrations over staffing and pay. In France, the unions have raised concerns about prison overcrowding, violence against staff, the need for a significant increase in prison officer numbers and improvements to pay and conditions. After failing to get a satisfactory response from the justice ministry, the unions are calling for an extension of the action across the country. In Belgium, the issue is the failure of the government to adhere to a 2016 agreement on staffing levels and further
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            HOSPEEM-EPSU Survey Assessment Implementation Sharps Injuries Directive 2010/32/EU & Problems & Action Needed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Brussels, 15 December 2017Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for the Hospital SectorFollow up on the Directive 2010/32/EU on the prevention from sharps injuries in the hospital and healthcare sectorIn light of
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            Report from Standing Committee Health and Social Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The meeting primarily dealt with EPSU's current and future priority issues and with the topics "safe and adequate staffing levels", "prevention and reduction of musculoskeletal disorders and psycho-social risks and stress", "continuing professional development" and "regulated professions".
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            Standing Committee Health and Social Services - 14.03.17 - Report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The 46th Meeting of the Standing Committee on Health and Social Services was held on 14 March 2017 in Brussels. 50 colleagues from 33 EPSU affiliates from 19 countries. They dealt with a number of topics summarised below.
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            Joint union protest in non-profit social services

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017) Unions organising workers in the non-profit social services came together in a major demonstration in Brussels on 21 March. The unions want to see urgent action to tackle major problems facing the sector - poor pay, understaffing and excessive workloads leading to burnout for many workers trying to maintain services in impossible conditions. The unions want to negotiate a new agreement for the sector which addresses pay and working conditions but they also underline the link between quality employment and delivery of quality services. EPSU sent a message of solidarity.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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