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      A secure and affordable supply of energy, clean water and sustainable waste management are basic needs for each individual and our communities in society. EPSU believes that the best way to ensure that these needs are met is through the public management of utilities services, proper regulation of the sector and decent working conditions for employees. We represent workers in the electricity, gas, water and waste sectors – both public and private – and it is our job to make sure that their voices are listened to at a European level.


EPSU’s Utilities work has seen a number of successes, most notably the ECI Campaign Right2Water, in which nearly two million European citizens joined our call for the implementation of the human right to clean drinking water and sanitation in the EU.


Tuscany Bell is the EPSU policy officer for the sector. The President of the Standing Committee is Mrs. Donna Rowe-Merriman, UNISON, U.K.
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            In Memoriam -  Juozas Neverauskas, the President of the Lithuanian Industry Trade Union Federation 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Juozas Neverauskas, the President of the Lithuanian Industry Trade Union Federation (LPPSF), died after fighting a serious illness on the 4th September. Juozas was 71. He was President of the union for the last 14 years.
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            Safe Jobs in the Circular Economy. A new EPSU report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report commissioned by EPSU highlights the crucial role and often high-risk labour of the workers involved, who have largely been ignored in both research and policies relating to the circular economy.
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            Worker involvement in managing the Covid-19 crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Time is running out: Concrete and rapid actions needed to enforce rights to worker involvement in anticipating and managing the COVID-19 crisis impact.
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            EPSU meets EU Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevičius to discuss Circular Economy Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission adopted a European union circular economy action plan in March 2020. EPSU organised a discussion with Virginijus Sinkevičius, the Commissioner responsible.
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            Public utility workers: The unseen frontline responders in the Corona Crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The coronavirus pandemic has now infected more than 2 million people worldwide and caused over 145,000 deaths. Like so many other key workers, workers in the waste collection, water and energy distribution sectors are risking their lives
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            Digitalisation at the heart of social partners’ commitment to keep the lights on

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In these times of public health crisis, digital technologies enable the electricity sector to keep the lights on, adapting traditional models from generation to smart infrastructure in our constantly transforming industry.
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                            Many thanks to the EPSU affiliates who have been providing updates on the situation in their country. Below are the summary reports we have received so far. Many other affiliates
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            World Water Day in times of crisis – right to water crucial – No disconnections

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            22 March is World Water Day. It comes as workers and people respond to prevent the rapid spread of the Corona virus (Covid 19). Hundreds of thousands are faced with job uncertainty or loss.
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            COVID-19 – keeping informed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            There is a number of websites that provide useful information and guidance on responses to the COVID-19 coronavirus. These include the World Health Organisation (WHO), European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and various web pages of the European Commission. Below we provide links to the most relevant sections.
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            EPSU Position on the European Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Challenging consensus on the use of market-based solutionsto fight climate breakdown. The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) welcomes the Green Deal proposed by the European Commission as a holistic response to the climate emergency.
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            EPSU Utilities Sanding Committee: role of the public sector and a just transition for workers must be at the core of the EU Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (27 February 2020) On 26th February, EPSU held its biannual Standing Committee (SC) on Utilities, bringing together EPSU affiliates from across Europe. The key elements addressed during this meeting were
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            Deaths of workers in Waste Management Sector in one week: Lack of compliance in Health and Safety

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU statement - In the week beginning 17th February, there were three workers deaths in the waste management sector in Europe.
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            Discussing Green Deal with Diederik Samson, Head of Cabinet Timmermans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Green Deal and the various policies to implement it, was the main topic of a discussion between representatives of Dutch union FNV and Diederik Samson.
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            Survey on Health and Safety in the Circular Economy (waste and wastewater)
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            More public money needed in Just Transition Fund

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has announced today that the just transition fund will include €7.5 billion of “fresh money”.
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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	1000 Brussels (Belgium)
	Tel : +32.22501080
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