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                            Health and Social Services (HSS) is a large and diverse sector that encompasses a wide range of services.


The Social Services aspect includes activities which are mainly to do with Long Term Care (LTC), Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC), community health services, care homes for older and disabled people and social work. In addition, we work in establishing and providing support for European Works Councils in private, not for profit and public care homes.  EPSU Social Services Sector represents care workers across Europe, including health care assistants,  workers in all types of care homes, child care workers and social workers . We organise in public, non-for-profit and private services.


EPSU is the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in the hospital and health care sector throughout the European Union.


Adam Rogalewski is the EPSU Policy Officer for the sector and Samantha Howe is the Policy Assistant for Social Services. The President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Health and Social Services is Kirsi Sillanpää of TEHY (Finland) and the Vice-Presidents are Yolanda Gil of CC.OO (Spain), Dietmar Erdmeier of Ver.di (Germany), and Razvan Gae of Sanitas (Romania).  You can also get their contact details here. -
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            Social Dialogue Training Programme: how to develop independent social dialogue structures in social services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As part of the FORESEE project, EPSU has co-led two trainings on how to develop independent social dialogue structures in social services in the last month, alongside the Social Employers and other project partners.
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            EPSU Childcare Network meets to discuss monitoring and evaluation, staff ratios, and more

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This week, the EPSU Childcare Network met to discuss monitoring and evaluation of early childhood education and care, the capacity of ECEC systems to welcome Ukrainian children and ECEC staff, and child : staff ratios.
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            Strike in ORPEA France as scandals continue – EPSU expresses solidarity with workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers in the homes and clinics of the multinational company ORPEA are following a call for strike action from French union CGT-Sante.
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            New EPSU research compares impact of COVID-19 on long-term care sectors across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has published new research that examines how COVID-19 impacted the long-term care sector in a number of countries – and how trade unions reacted.
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            Big step forward for health and care workers in Europe!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday the Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work (EU OSHA) made a historic step in the protection and defence of workers by adding COVID to the list of occupational diseases.
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            Joint letter to the new EP COVID Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier this week a joint letter by the Secretaries-General of AGE and EPSU and the President of EDF was sent to the Members of the European Parliament in the newly established COVI committee.
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            ORPEA’s financial reports confirm union concerns

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            ORPEA’s long anticipated financial reports have confirmed the long-held concerns of French unions and CICTAR.
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            EPSU and the Social Employers joint statement on the situation in Ukraine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and the Social Employers condemn Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine and deplore the atrocities that have been committed against Ukrainian civilians.
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            World Health Day 2022: investment in health and social care vital to address increasing staff shortages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Two years of global pandemic exposed the deficiencies in Europe’s health and care systems – and it’s time to protect the workers who ensured its survival
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            New research reveals common concerns across the growing multinational care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report by EPSU examines trends in multinational care companies, focusing in detail on Norlandia and Colisée. Both companies are present across Europe to varying degrees, operating in different
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            A big step towards a European sectoral social dialogue committee for social services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This week, representatives of the Federation of European Social Employers and the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) met with Nicolas Schmit, the European Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights.
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            There is an urgent need to end the exploitative working conditions of live-in carers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Seminar on how to regulate live-in care work in Europe underlines the importance of finding a common strategy to end exploitative working conditions for carers.
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            New report on OSH risks echoes EPSU demands to protect workers from psychosocial risks in the health and social care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Agency for Safety and Health at Work recently published a study, examining the main occupational safety and health (OSH) risks for human health and social work sector in Europe.
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            New report: Impact of Covid-19 on the social services sector and the role of social dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The FORESEE project consortium launches a new, extensive report on the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on social services and the role of social dialogue in alleviating the crisis.
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            Orpea: unions to stand up on 8 March!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers will stand up to the Orpea Group in a demo this International Women’s Day.
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