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                            On 17 October, around 20000 trade union members from both private and public sectors marched through Kyiv city centre and blocked the government quarter. The main demands of the demonstration were for investment in industry for decent jobs, raise the minimum wage to help stop emigration, not to increase utilities prices, for the state budget to allocate the equivalent of 7% of GDP to education and 5% to healthcare, to urgently pay outstanding wages to more than 100,000 workers and to stop state’s takeover of trade union property and respect trade union rights.
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                            Trade unions across the country are working together to resist state interference in trade union affairs and attempts to take over trade union property including offices and training centres. The latest incident occurred in the Zarpattia region in the west of the country where trade union activists from different sectors gathered at the entrance to the offices of the regional trade union council to physically resist attempts to take over the building by the authorities.
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            EU-Ukraine summit : trade unions demand more respect for their issues

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The 20th Ukraine-EU Summit takes place in Brussels today (9 July) to discuss the next steps in implement the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement that has been in effect since 2016.
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            Confederation calls for urgent action on minimum wage
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                            The FPSU trade union confederation has called on the government to raise the minimum wage to keep it in line with calculations of a living wage. It argues that in 2017 the two-stage increase of the minimum wage to UAH 3200 (EUR 104) was positive for both the standard of living and economic growth. However, this January's increase to UAH 3723 (EUR 121) was inadequate to keep pace with the living wage which had already risen to UAH 4011 (EUR 130) and was at UAH 4213 (EUR 137) by April. According to the FPSU around 20% of workers are classified as poor and the average wage at EUR 262 is only
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            North East European constituency addresses Congress, gender equality and European integration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The changes to the labour codes, reform of social protection and health systems and the experience with privatization were some of the issues addressed by the union leaders of the constituency.
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            Ukrainian energy workers protest over pay, prices and investment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday EPSU sent a solidarity message to the Atomprofilska nuclear energy workers' union in the Ukraine supporting its demands on the government to address major problems in the sector.
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            Union negotiates three-year agreement for border guards
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                            The Service and the State Employees’ Union of Ukraine (SEUU) has signed a new three-year agreement covering the protection of labour, social and economic rights of border guards. The agreement aims to improve working conditions, professional development, training and skills. It also covers health and safety, wages and working time. The SEUU sees this as an important agreement covering more than 7,000 workers in around 50 units.
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            Unions organise protest over wages, prices and rights to health
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                            The FPU trade union confederation has called a demonstration outside parliament on 6 December with a number of key demands on the government. These include: setting the minimum wage at the level not lower than the real living wage (UAH 4023); setting the basic wage of a worker in the lowest pay grade at the level above the minimum wage; settling all outstanding wage arrears by the end of the year; reducing utilities prices; ensuring the right to affordable and quality health care and preventing any curtailing of existing worker and trade union rights in adopting a new Labour Code.
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            Unions demand respect for workers’ rights, high quality public services, functioning social dialogue from Eastern Partnership

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Union is meeting with leaders of the Eastern Partnership countries, 24 November.
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            Major protest by health union over pay and healthcare provision
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                            The Health Workersù Union of Ukraine (HWUU) organised a major protest outside the national parliament on 19 September focusing on pay, healthcare funding and against the commercialisation of the health system. The union called on the government to respond to the labour dispute registered by the union last year and to deal with urgent issues around unpaid wages and failure to properly implement the agreed pay system. The union was also calling for increased funding for the sector and other initiatives to improve health provision. EPSU sent a message of solidarity.
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            Ukraine: EPSU sends solidarity to health workers’ union

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent a message of support to the Health Workers’ Union of the Ukraine for its major national demonstration tomorrow that has the backing of many other Ukrainian trade union organisations.
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            Health workers to protest over pay and funding
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                            The Health Workers' Union of Ukraine has called a national demonstration on 12 September in protest at the government's failure to respond to a labour dispute raised by the union last year. The union is claiming a general rise for all healthworkers as well as resolution of an issue relating to highly skilled workers' pay. The demonstration will also highlight the need to increase health sector funding and will protest against government plans for restructuring and to cut hospital beds.



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            HWUU (UKR)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Feb. 01, 2017
        
    
  
    
      


  



          
    
    
        
            EPSU expresses concern about escalating conflict in Eastern Ukraine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (1 February 2017) After months of simmering tensions hostilities between the parties involved in the Eastern Ukraine conflict flared up again on the 31st of January. Military personnel and civilians
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            Pay and pensions among key demands for protesting unions
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                            (December 2016) The FPU trade union confederation organised a national demonstration on 8 December to keep the pressure on the government as it drafts its budget for 2017. The unions have a number of demands including urgent action to tackle low pay and wage arrears. Better pensions and protection of the health service against commercialisation are also important priorities (see resolution for further details). EPSU sent a soldarity message.
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            EPSU solidarity message to the workers of Ukraine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU send solidarity greetings to its affiliated unions in Ukraine for the trade union march today to demand action by the government on pay, pensions, and social protection.
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