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                            Trade unionists called for an improvement in the quality of public sector workers employment condition, at a EPSU conference on employment and public services.
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                            (March 2017) Unions organising workers in the non-profit social services came together in a major demonstration in Brussels on 21 March. The unions want to see urgent action to tackle major problems facing the sector - poor pay, understaffing and excessive workloads leading to burnout for many workers trying to maintain services in impossible conditions. The unions want to negotiate a new agreement for the sector which addresses pay and working conditions but they also underline the link between quality employment and delivery of quality services. EPSU sent a message of solidarity.
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                            The European Commission’s proposals to build a European pillar of Social Rights (EPSR) are a small step in the right direction, says EPSU.
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            EPSU young representative at International event in Bulgaria
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                            Workers in the French social services multinational, Orpea, recently came together in Brussels, in order to better coordinate their struggles for better pay and conditions.
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                            Europe’s austerity policies continue to have an extremely negative impact on employment conditions within the prison service sector.
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2017) Trade unions representing prison workers across Europe met in Brussels on 10 May to discuss a range of issues relating to continuing austerity, collective bargaining and trade union rights. Key issues that emerged during the meeting included the increase in violence against prison staff, problems of understaffing and developing issues around digitalisation and, in some countries, radicalisation of inmates. The meeting was part of a two-year project run by EPSU with the next meeting in December focusing on childcare workers.
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                            The European Commission (EC) published a ‘Reflection paper on harnessing globalization’, on the 10th of May.
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            (June 2017) A new report from the CBS statistics office highlights three key trends in the labour market reflecting greater inequality and less security. Overall the percentage of workers on permanent contracts has fallen from 71% to 61% while the labour market is becoming more divided between low-paid, low-skilled jobs and high-paid work, with few jobs in the middle. The report also found more young people and those with basic education are stuck in low-paid jobs with little autonomy or security.
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