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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            Adaptation to Climate Change and the world of work

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The newly published Guide for Trade Unionists on Adaptation to Climate Change and the world of work identifies public utilities and emergency and other public services as two of the sectors in the EU to be most impacted by climate change.
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            Seventy-five years since Hiroshima and Nagasaki were destroyed. Stop nuclear weapons and support Treaty to ban them

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A United States B-29 warplane dropped a nuclear bomb on Hiroshima in the morning of August 6, 1945. Several days later Nagasaki was bombed.
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            Pandemic and beyond: a 2020 Global Trade Union Assembly

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The 2020 Global Trade Union Assembly is running a series of events from 9-11 July 2020.
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            A public interest clause to rule them all

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            How can we secure the public interest in global trade in services negotiations? This was the theme of an on-line exchange organised on 15 June by EPSU, AK EUROPA and ÖGB Europabüro.
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            ETUC Executive Committee demands European Council to adopt ambitious recovery plan – action day 18 June

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European economy has been severely impacted as a consequence of the measures to contain the spread of the pandemic.
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            EPSU meets EU Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevičius to discuss Circular Economy Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission adopted a European union circular economy action plan in March 2020. EPSU organised a discussion with Virginijus Sinkevičius, the Commissioner responsible.
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            May Day -  Better pay and conditions for public service workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Millions of workers will celebrate 1 May 2020 in confinement. We won’t be meeting in the squares or on the streets, nor in marches and demonstrations.
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            #ChangeFinance: Open Letter to the European Commission to cancel BlackRock tender

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has awarded BlackRock Investment Management a consultancy contract to advise on the integration of Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) risks into EU banking rules, and into banks’ business and investment strategies.
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            EPSU Position on the European Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Challenging consensus on the use of market-based solutionsto fight climate breakdown. The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) welcomes the Green Deal proposed by the European Commission as a holistic response to the climate emergency.
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            EPSU Utilities Sanding Committee: role of the public sector and a just transition for workers must be at the core of the EU Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (27 February 2020) On 26th February, EPSU held its biannual Standing Committee (SC) on Utilities, bringing together EPSU affiliates from across Europe. The key elements addressed during this meeting were
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            EU-US trade talks mustn’t lower standards!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a joint statement EPSU and 122 other organisations have voiced concerns over the current talks between the European Commission and the US authorities on a new trade agreement.
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            Discussing Green Deal with Diederik Samson, Head of Cabinet Timmermans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Green Deal and the various policies to implement it, was the main topic of a discussion between representatives of Dutch union FNV and Diederik Samson.
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            Unions focus on green issues in church agreements
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                            Unions in Norway and Sweden have put the focus on green issues in their current and planned negotiations with church employers. In Norway there is a commitment to address sustainability issues with the Norwegian church in an agreement that also includes measures to ensure a working environment that promotes health and also initiatives to reduce sickness absence. Meanwhile, in Sweden upcoming negotiations will include green measures along with a focus on a clearer process of pay determination and increased control over working time to improve work-life balance.
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            More public money needed in Just Transition Fund

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has announced today that the just transition fund will include €7.5 billion of “fresh money”.
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            Is the proposed Transition Fund really just? 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Betting on private investment and market-based mechanisms won’t help deliver a just transition for workers.
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