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      Responding to the challenge of climate change


Climate change, the largest single threat to current and future generations, is posing fundamental challenges for public services and public service workers. In recent years, we have seen extreme weather events, flooding and forest fires for example, leading to loss of life and widespread damage and destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Our members across many services have been part of the immediate and longer term response – in emergency and rescue services, energy and water, local and regional government. EPSU has been working hard to influence policies at global and European level aimed at decarbonising our economies and calling for a shift away from growth at all costs. It is essential that we achieve a more sustainable society is achieved through a just transition whereby no one is left behind. 


This briefing, produced for EPSU's 2019 Congress, sets out the federation's recent activity on climate change and current priorities. EPSU has published research focusing on some of the key issues and policy developments including its position on the EU's Green Deal, the failure of energy liberalisation to address climate change and an analysis of action on climate change adaptation.
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            Firefighters and emergency workers responding to extreme fires and flooding

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fires are burning in Greece, Switzerland, Southern Italy, Algeria and other countries. Storms are hitting the north of Italy.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Economic Policy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Health and Safety

                            Local government

                            Solidarity

                            Staffing levels

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jul. 20, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Right to Water and the EU Blue Deal in the European Economic and Social Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Due to climate change, people in Europe experience more and more severe heatwaves, flooding, and scarcity issues.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Water

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jun. 27, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            EPSU firefighters meeting ahead of hot summer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over forty firefighters from fourteen countries met in Stockholm on June 20th and 21st for the 2023 EPSU firefighters’ network meeting.
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            Public Service Day 2023: Juliet Schor on public services, working time reduction, and the path to fundamental change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomed Prof. Juliet Schor, a distinguished economist and sociologist, for a thought-provoking webinar on 22 June to mark United Nations Public Service Day.
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            Firefighters demand action as heatwaves and droughts threaten to overwhelm Europe’s fire services 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the midst of a heatwave and droughts across Europe, firefighters from fifteen countries representing unions affiliated to the European Public Service Unions (EPSU) came together in Stockholm.
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            New ETUI publication -  Beyond economic growth:  The role of trade unions in the transition to well-being

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A further contribution to the ‘beyond growth’ or ‘post-growth’ debates, the recent ETUI working paper sets out the case against the pursuit of undifferentiated economic growth and advocates substantial changes to European economies.
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            International Day of Zero Waste: Europe needs a social and cultural transformation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The transition towards a circular economy is a flagship policy of the EU’s Green Deal – but it cannot be achieved without quality jobs based on collective bargaining.
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            Report argues for transformative action to tackle crises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe needs a “transformative and ambitious social transition to break the current cycle of crisis after crisis”, according to researchers at the European Trade Union Institute (ETUI).

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Collective Bargaining

                            COVID-19

                            Digitalisation

                            Economic Policy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Health and Safety

                            Low pay/minimum wages

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 22, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Firefighters tell European Parliament that action is needed to stop occupational cancer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament hears from firefighters in the frame of the debate on the legislation on the exposure of asbestos.
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            First ever meeting of EPSU in Uzbekistan – Central Asian constituency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The last physical meeting was in Astana, 10 March 2020, just before the pandemic lockdown. Much has happened since.
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            Proposed reform is a band-aid for a failing electricity market

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission’s newly published draft proposal to reform the EU’s electricity market design delivers only superficial changes to the current electricity market design.
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            Energy Charter Treaty: time to move from reform to exit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission says that an EU exit from the Energy Charter Treaty seems “unavoidable”, recommending a joint EU withdrawal.
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            EPSU Youth Network Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, the EPSU Youth Network published an action plan to improve the active involvement of the youth network in the overall work of EPSU.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Digitalisation

                            Environment/Climate Change

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 27, 2022
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            New Commission Communication “The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In June 2022 the European Commission published a Communication “The power of trade partnerships: together for green and just economic growth” that strengthens the Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) provisions of EU trade agreements.
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                            2022 September EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.18

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union set to mobilise over forest firefighters’ rights and conditions
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                            The FSC-CCOO and FeSP-UGT public service federations representing forest firefighters say they will launch a campaign of strikes and protests unless the government and the autonomous regions deliver legislation that really protects the rights and conditions of this essential group of workers. The unions warn that action is needed urgently in the light of the surge in serious and large forest fires this summer. They argue that the legislation put forward on 25 August does not fully address the demands of the unions for homogenous working conditions covering training, salary structure
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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