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            Trade Union rights project - Defending and strengthening trade union rights across the public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Many of our members face restrictions on the right to organise, negotiate and take strike action. In some countries the limitations or complete bans impact particularly on uniformed staff –
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                            EPSU, EUROMIL and EuroCOP join forces to defend trade union rights to the Council of Europe
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                            14 June 2022 14.30 - 16.30: delegation to the European Parliament to attend the EMPL hearing (video available here) 15 June 2022 10.00 - 16.30: Firefighters' Network Meeting Meeting Documents
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            EPSU salutes courageous firefighters on International Firefighters’ Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On International Firefighters’ Day, EPSU shares its solidarity with past firefighters who have died while serving our communities and who dedicated their lives to protecting the safety of us all; to their families, colleagues and comrades.
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            Minimising firefighters' exposure to fire effluents

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We are publishing a report commissioned by the Fire Brigades Union (FBU) from the United Kingdom to UCLAN (The University of Central Lancashire) about the risks for fire fighters and their exposure to toxic effluents.
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            EPSU calls on the Commission to stop asbestos deaths

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU believes that we need a binding legislative initiative at EU level and we urge the European Commission to move forward with a comprehensive legislative package to protect workers from asbestos.
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            New agreement for firefighters

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The Fp-Cgil, FNS-Cisl and Confsal trade unions have negotiated a new three-year agreement covering firefighters that they have welcomed for delivering a number of benefits for workers. The unions note in particular improvements to the systems of labour relations and action on protecting employment. Alongside pay increases there will be improvements to supplementary pensions and insurance. The three federations argue that the agreement (actually covering the period 2019-2021) is a major step forward and marks successful co-operation with the government. Monthly pay rates will increase by
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            Has the EU forgotten about firefighters and emergency services?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As part of the European Green Deal, the European Commission launched in February 2021 a new strategy on adaptation to climate change. The objective is to make the European Union a climate-resilient society, fully adapted to climate change by 2050.
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            EMPL Committee of the European Parliament votes to limit the Occupational Exposure Limit (OEL)

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            WE MADE IT! On Monday morning the EMPL Committee of the European Parliament has voted to limit the Occupational Exposure Limit (OEL) which determines the number of asbestos fibres per m3 air allowed in workplaces without dedicated protection measures.
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            European workers demand Parliament to Stop Asbestos Death

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            An estimated 3.17 million people have died in the last 40 years in EU 28 as a consequence of inhaling asbestos fibres.
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            EPSU expresses solidarity with firefighters and people as fires ravage Greece, Turkey and more countries

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Climate change and impact austerity take their toll
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            Union calls for more firefighters and better conditions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            With forest fires and flooding posing increasing demands on the fire service, the Fp Cgil public service union has called for employee numbers to be increased to 40000. The union argues that the current complement of 35000 is inadequate with many firefighters working double shifts, longer hours and more overtime. Fp Cgil says that excessive workloads leave workers no time for training and is worried that in the next negotiations the fire service will actually push for longer hours rather than address the staffing shortage. The union says that recruitment is crucial to reduce the average age
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            Agreement in municipal sector while firefighters plan strike

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Slovenia


        

                
                
        
                            The SKVNS trade union has signed a new collective agreement in the municipal sector that will deliver a 5% pay increase, reimbursement of travel-to-work costs on public transport, 100% allowance for work on holidays and extra time off for parents. Meanwhile the SPGS firefighters’ union is planning a 48-hour strike on 30 June in protest at the government’s failure to engage in any proper social dialogue over a period of more than 14 months. The union wants to negotiate a collective agreement but also wants a guarantee that the government will also implement existing commitments.
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            Firefighters’ solidarity despite Brexit: FBU statement

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The need to maintain and build firefighter solidarity across Europe has not changed following the UK’s departure from the European Union this year.
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