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            EPSU puts firefighters' concerns at the heart of European debate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On September 7th, 2023, EPSU met with the European Commission's Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) to discuss the pressing need for improved coordination of joint firefighting operations.
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            Europe cuts firefighters as workloads mount: Eurostat report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New Eurostat data shows that number of firefighters has been cut in ten EU member states despite the climate crisis increasing the risk of fires, floods and other emergencies.
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            Firefighters and emergency workers responding to extreme fires and flooding

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fires are burning in Greece, Switzerland, Southern Italy, Algeria and other countries. Storms are hitting the north of Italy.
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            EPSU firefighters meeting ahead of hot summer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over forty firefighters from fourteen countries met in Stockholm on June 20th and 21st for the 2023 EPSU firefighters’ network meeting.
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            Firefighters demand action as heatwaves and droughts threaten to overwhelm Europe’s fire services 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the midst of a heatwave and droughts across Europe, firefighters from fifteen countries representing unions affiliated to the European Public Service Unions (EPSU) came together in Stockholm.
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            Firefighters tell European Parliament that action is needed to stop occupational cancer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament hears from firefighters in the frame of the debate on the legislation on the exposure of asbestos.
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            Union set to mobilise over forest firefighters’ rights and conditions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            The FSC-CCOO and FeSP-UGT public service federations representing forest firefighters say they will launch a campaign of strikes and protests unless the government and the autonomous regions deliver legislation that really protects the rights and conditions of this essential group of workers. The unions warn that action is needed urgently in the light of the surge in serious and large forest fires this summer. They argue that the legislation put forward on 25 August does not fully address the demands of the unions for homogenous working conditions covering training, salary structure
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            Climate change and austerity take their toll

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Forest fires and heat waves are hitting Europe hard – yet again. With record high temperatures and no rain, life and work for many people in Europe is reaching a point of no return, putting the health and - in certain cases - life of many at risk.
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            Has the EU forgotten about firefighters and emergency services?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As part of the European Green Deal, the European Commission launched in February 2021 a new strategy on adaptation to climate change. The objective is to make the European Union a climate-resilient society, fully adapted to climate change by 2050.
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            EPSU expresses solidarity with firefighters and people as fires ravage Greece, Turkey and more countries

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Climate change and impact austerity take their toll
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            Union calls for more firefighters and better conditions
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                            With forest fires and flooding posing increasing demands on the fire service, the Fp Cgil public service union has called for employee numbers to be increased to 40000. The union argues that the current complement of 35000 is inadequate with many firefighters working double shifts, longer hours and more overtime. Fp Cgil says that excessive workloads leave workers no time for training and is worried that in the next negotiations the fire service will actually push for longer hours rather than address the staffing shortage. The union says that recruitment is crucial to reduce the average age
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            Adaptation to Climate Change and the world of work

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The newly published Guide for Trade Unionists on Adaptation to Climate Change and the world of work identifies public utilities and emergency and other public services as two of the sectors in the EU to be most impacted by climate change.
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            Call for more resources to prevent and tackle forest fires
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                            In a timely intervention, the FSC-CCOO has called on the government to put more resources into the prevention and fighting of forest fires - an issue which the union sees has become one of the most urgent for the country and rural communities. Along with a strengthening of the fire service - increased employment, professionalisation and training - the union argues that more has to be done to take preventative measures, some of which could actually help to boost rural economies.
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            EPSU feature on adaptation to climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The heatwaves and droughts, storms and flooding that have hit Europe and other parts of the world this summer have left no doubt about the devastating consequences of extreme weather events linked to climate change.
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    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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