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      Fighting privatisation and defending public services
Across Europe the quantity and quality of our public services and the pay and conditions of our members are under threat from privatisation. EPSU is committed to fighting privatisation in any of its forms whether contracting-out and sub-contracting, public-private partnerships or various processes of commercialisation or marketisation. This briefing on privatisation was produced for the EPSU Congress in 2019 and covers the main work done over the last Congress period and the priorities for the current period.
Public and private sector efficiency is an important report that provides a comprehensive overview of academic research that challenges the idea that the private sector is more efficient than the public sector. The future is public is the latest update on insourcing highlighting the trends to bring privatised services back under public ownership and control.
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            The Creeping Privatisation of Health Care in the European Union

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new briefing paper of Corporate Europe on the Creeping Privatisation of Health Care in the European Union provides detailed insight in the political and market mechanisms that increase health inequalities and lead to privatization of basic care.
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            Report Health Care Reform Seminar Ukraine 15&16 May 2017 Kyiv

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 16 and 17 May 2017 Ukrainian trade unions, ILO, ITUC, PERC and EPSU organised a workshop to exchange information on the health care reforms recently implemented or planned in Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova.
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                            European Commissioner Violeta Bulc responsible for transport policy was confronted with angry representatives of the various sectors in our sister Federation ETF, transport workers, when addressing their 5th Congress.
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2017) Two members of ver.di with the support of their union and the DGB confederation have won an important ruling in the European Court of Justice that protects the link between their pay and conditions and the public sector collective agreement. The two hospital employees were part of a transfer to a private company in 1997 but were then transferred again when the Asklepios company won the contract. Asklepios refused to maintain the link with the public sector collective agreement arguing that it was not party to the original negotiations. The European Court decided in favour of the
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            Commission shies away from making clear call for increased public investment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This year’s Country Specific Recommendations represent another missed opportunity to give the European economy a boost with a significant increase in public investment.
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            German water workers solidarity with Greek colleagues in fight against privatization

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade unionists and workcouncil members in the German water industry sent a powerful message of solidarity to their Greek colleagues.
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            EC reflection on harnessing globalization needs more visible protection of workers and communities

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission (EC) published a ‘Reflection paper on harnessing globalization’, on the 10th of May.
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            Workers and residents affected as more care companies collapse

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2017) Around 200 workers and the 1100 people they provide care for are the latest victims of private care company bankruptices. The collapse of Hjemmehjælpen Aarhus, the largest private care company in Aarhus, Denmark's second city, is the third private care company bankruptcy in May and the 41st since 2013 when a new tendering system was introduced. The FOA public service union is calling for a change to the system with requirements to monitor professional and management skills, company finances and to protect working conditions.
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            European Action Day against privatisation, marketisation and commercialisation in the Health and Social Care Sectors on World Health Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and its affiliates took part in a series of activities in support of the 2nd European Action Day against privatisation, marketisation and commercialisation within the health and social care sectors.
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            European Action Day Against the Commercialisation, Marketisation and Privatisation of Health Care - 07.04.2017

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU will be involved in activities for the 2nd European Action Day against the impacts of privatisation, marketisation and commercialisation of health and social care on 7 April.
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            Union turns spotlight on cleaners

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            (April 2017) Beginning this month the municipal services union Kommunal will be investigating the employment and working conditions of cleaners, looking at their employment status, working hours as well as health and safety problems. The union will carry out a survey as well as making workplace visits to talk to workers and assess how they are affected by what are often seen as the main problems facing the sector - the impact of privatisation, lack of control over work - but also good examples where workers do have more control over working time and other working conditions.



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            Kommunal (SV)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Feb. 27, 2017
        
                    
                    
        
                            2017 March epsucob@NEWS 04

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union calls for action over lowest cost bids in social care

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017) The FOA public services union has called for action to stop low cost bids for social care contracts require quality provision in the tenders. The union reports one recent example where municipalities have chosen a bid from a private company that involves DKK 10,000 less spending per client. The union argues that the situation has lead to bankruptcies as companies realise they can't meet the contract. This impacts on workers' jobs and is a challenge for FOA to ensure private companies sign up to the sector collective agreement.



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            FOA (DK)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Feb. 27, 2017
        
                    
                    
        
                            2017 March epsucob@NEWS 04

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Historic decision on care contracts

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017) After years of campaigning, workers in social care might see some respite from the race to the bottom on contract costs and pay. The government has approved an order in council that requires municipalities to adopt fair and equitable rates for home care. This should end the situation where local authorities were issuing tenders which providers could only meet by cutting costs and for workers this meant either losing their job or seeing a massive cut in pay.
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            World Bank called on to  fix the accounting problems that make Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) fundamentally flawed and dangerous

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In an open letter Eurodad, PSI, EPSU and others criticise the World Bank’s consultation on Recommended PPP Contractual Provisions and demand that is is put on hold
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            A PSIRU paper for PSI on "Financing health care - False Profits and the Public Good"

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The research “Financing health care: False Profits and the Public Good', by Jane Lethbridge of Public Services International Research Unit (PSIRU), University of Greenwich was commissioned by PSI and released
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1

        
        

        ONLINE Belgium
    

    **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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