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            Tripartite negotiations deliver major boost for public sector pay

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            Public sector unions have welcomed the outcome of negotiations with the employers and government which have delivered a package of pay-related measures backed with DKK 6.8 billion (€910 million) of funding. A number of different groups of workers across the public sector will benefit, particularly those affected by major staff shortages. Around DKK 1.3 billion (€170 million) will go into health and elder care, for example. The package will have a wider impact than anticipated as, in addition to the higher pay for occupations like nurses, care workers, social educators and prison staff, a much
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            Federation calls for action to prevent assaults on prison staff 
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                            The FSC-CCOO trade union federation has attacked prison service management for the long-term failure to address the growing problem of violence against staff which has risen to historic highs. The union argues that the only measure taken in recent years was an action protocol that provides a response to attacks once they’ve happened but with no serious attempt to prevent violence in the first place. The FSC-CCOO cites the latest official statistics for the year 2022, which show that acts of physical aggression per thousand prisoners increased by 19% compared to 2021 and by over 110% since 2010
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                            Many of our members face restrictions on the right to organise, negotiate and take strike action. In some countries the limitations or complete bans impact particularly on uniformed staff –
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                            EPSU, EUROMIL and EuroCOP join forces to defend trade union rights to the Council of Europe
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Central government

                            Local government

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 04, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            Solidarity with Greek workers in prisons services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU sent a letter of solidarity to its Greek affiliate OSYE to support their calls for the recruitment of additional staff and action to address the excessive workload of their members.
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            Prison unions meet minister to push for progress on pay, employment and reform

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            The ACAIP-UGT, CCOO, CIG y CSIF trade unions representing prison staff have met with the interior minister and head of the prison service to discuss progress with legislation foreseen for 2021. The new law should include several key demands that unions have been campaigning for in recent years. These include a reform of the prison system and harmonisation of jobs across the sector, along with a reclassification of certain posts in the public sector pay structure to reflect the complexity of tasks in prison staff occupations.
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            48-hour national strike in prisons over safety concerns
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                            The three main trade unions - CGSP/ACOD, ACV/CSC and SLFP/VSOA - organised a 48-hour national strike from 6am on 24 September in protest at proposals to relax the rules on prisoner visits. The unions are extremely concerned that the proposed changes come at a time of increasing infection and pose a serious threat to staff and inmates.
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            Fighting covid19 in prisons and detention centres in Europe: Protected prison workers – protected inmates

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Based primarily on reports provided by the EPSU prison services network, EPSU has put together an update on COVID-19 in Europe’s prisons and other detention centres, as well as five policy recommendations to protect prison workers and those under their care.
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            Fighting COVID-19 in prisons and detention centres in Europe 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Call for exchange of information on government measures and trade union responses.
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            EPSU Prison Network meeting of 6 December 2019 - Report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU network of unions organising prison staff met on 6 December to discuss latest trends and challenges as well as opportunities to bring visibility in newly elected EU Parliament to working conditions in prisons and trade union alternatives for positive change.
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            Prison staff take action over staffing and overcrowding

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions (ACV/CSC and ACOD/CGSP) organised a national strike in the prisons service on 12 December in protest at underfunding, badly maintained buildings, lack of staff, overcrowding and the resulting safety issues arising from this deteriorating situation. Understaffing has lead to many employees doing extra hours and a massive number of hours of overtime that remains to be recouped. The unions also have issues with contracts, provision of uniforms and a lack of strategy in the justice system. It is estimated that prisons currently hold around 10000 in mates, exceeding capacity by 1700.
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            Public and Private Sector efficiency

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major review of hundreds of academic studies reveals that there is no empirical evidence that the private sector is intrinsically more efficient than the public sector
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            UK unions welcome end to probation privatisation disaster

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public service unions in the UK welcomed the decision by the Ministry of Justice on 16 May to return 80% of privatised probation services in England and Wales to public sector ownership and control.
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            Prison unions organise demonstrations across the country over violent attack

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            Prison unions, ACAIP, FeSP-UGT and FSC-CCOO, organised lunchtime protests outside every prison service establishment on 20 March. They were reacting to the knife attack on a member of staff at the Soto del Real prison in Madrid. The unions argue that prison service management is failing to take adequate action to tackle increasing violence across the service, noting that the prison service has been condemned by the Central Labour Inspectorate for failing to properly apply occupational health legislation.
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            Prison unions continue their campaign over pay and jobs

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            The unions organising in the prisons sector - FSC-CCOO, ACAIP, FeSP-UGT and CSIF - continue to press the government to honour its original commitment to increase funding to the service. The unions organised a demonstration outside the General Directorate of Public Services on 18 February. They are particularly angry that the government withdrew its offer of EUR 123 million to cover pay rises for the 23000 workers in the sector over the period 2019-2021.
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