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                            Workers in the Treasury and Tax administration in France took strike action on 7 July in protest at the reorganisation of their departments. The government claims that reorganisation is aimed at providing an improved service but unions argue that the plans are being carried in order to cut jobs. Read more at > FO
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                            There were demonstrations and action around the country on 20 and 21 June as first energy workers took action in protest at the planned privatisation of EDF and GDF and then public sector workers joined with their private sector colleagues in a joint protest over a range of issues including the failure to make progress in pay negotiations.
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                            Legislation was passed in July applying a number of European directive to the French civil service. While the legislation attempts to regulate precarious employment and in particular the use of fixed-term contracts, unions are not convinced this will resolve the problem. Read more at > EIRO
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                            Public service unions are still concerned about the implications of a major decentralisation of staff. Thousands of civil servants currently directly employed by the public works ministry are set to be transferred to regional and local authority employment. Unions are worried about the failure to guarantee pay rates, career development and civil service status. A national demonstration has been organised for 7 September. Read more at > FO
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            Public service unions in France continue to express their reservations about the process of decentralisation which will see 135,000 civil servants currently employed centrally transferred to the responsibility of local and regional government. Local authorities too are worried about the impact of the transfer and the extent to which adequate levels of financing will be provided for the municipalities. Read more at > UGFF-CGT
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            Unions call for strike and day of action on 4 October

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            All seven of the union federations that organise workers in the public services are calling on their members to join a day of action of strikes and demonstrations on 4 October. They will be protesting in defence of public services, the rights of public service workers and calling for increases in pay and pensions to compensate for the loss of purchasing power in recent years. Read more at > CGT And at > FO
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                            The CGT federation met with public services minister, Christian Jacob, on 21 September. However, he only wanted to discuss talks about the technical aspects of negotiations on social and statutory rights and salaries with a view to proper multilateral meetings from the middle of November. The CGT found this unacceptable and all the more urgent that the 4 October demonstrations were widely supported. Read more at > CGT
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            Unions were very happy with the turnout for the national day of action on 4 October. Private and public sector workers came out in protest at government policies and in support of pay increases. Public sector unions are unimpressed by the government's response and failure to commit clearly to proper negotiations on pay. Read more at > CGT Read more at > FO Read more at > CFDT
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            Prime minister fails to respond to public service unions

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Prime minister Dominique de Villepin chose to announce further plans for privatisation and the creation of a “modern” state rather than respond to union demands for a proper social dialogue. Privatisation of EDF, the motorways and Paris airport are all on the agenda but not negotiations with the unions. Following the national demonstration on 4 October the CGT federation is now calling for two days of action on 9 and 10 November. This will again involve both private and public sectors with demands for pay increases and pay negotiations involving public service unions. [Read more at > FO->http
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            French unions continue to be frustrated by the attitude of the public services minister Christian Jacob. The latest meeting with the minister on 9 November produced nothing concrete but just the framework for further discussions in December. They accuse the minister of simply using delaying tactics rather than agreeing to proper negotiations over public sector pay. Read more at > CGT
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            EDF announces up to 7,000 job cuts	

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            The energy company EDF has announced that it is implementing a policy of not filling all new vacancies when workers retire or leave the company. Only one job in three (or four depending on the job) will be filled over the next two years. The unions believe this is an early reflection of the company's new, more profit-oriented approach following its switch from being a nationalised company to a share-based, although still majority state-owned organisation. [Read more at > FNME-CGT->http://www.fnme-cgt.fr/documentation/art.phtml?id=625] [And at > FNEM-FO->http://www.fnem-fo.org/article.php?sid
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            Increasingly frustrated by the failure of the government to negotiate over pay, six union federations in the public sector have sent a joint letter to the public service minister demanding he puts forward a proposal on pay and that negotiations should start in earnest by 15 December. Read more at > FO And at > CGT
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            Long wait for negotiations to begin

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Unions in the public sector were frustrated by the government's refusal to begin negotiations over pay at the end of last year and are concerned about what this means for any meaningful talks this month. They are still looking for the government to ensure protection of purchasing power for the current year, compensation for loss of purchasing power since 2000 and a revision of the salary scale. Read the joint communications from all the unions at > CGT
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            Unions call day of action

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Unions in the public sector have called a day of action - strikes and demonstrations - on 2 February in protest at the public services minister's refusal to get involved in proper negotiations over pay. With inflation expected to reach 1.8% this year, the government has so far offered only a 0.5% pay increase from 1 July. It refuses to acknowledge the fall in purchasing power of public service workers since 1999 and also refuses to discuss a reform of the public sector pay scale. [Read more at > CGT->http://www.ugff.cgt.fr/ftp/communiques/cgt_fonction_publique/19_01_06.rtf] [And at > FO->http
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            Pay deal in energy sector

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Unions in the gas and electricity industries have agreed increases on pay rates for 2006 and 2007. An increase of 1.8% will be implemented in three stages in 2006 - 0.6% on 1st February, 0.8% on 1st April and 0.4% on 1st July. The 1.5% increase for 2007 will be implemented in two stages - 0.9% on 1st January and 0.6% on 1st April. There is a reopening clause in the agreement in case inflation increases above expected levels. Read more at >FNME-CGT And at >FNEM-FO
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