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                            Many public authorities have contracts with private sector contractors for supplies, works and services. The European Union has several directives dating back to the 1970s, which apply to these contracts.
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                            EPSU has joined forces with environmental, social and fair trade NGOs, social enterprises, city networks to make sure that EU public procurement directives adopted last year are transposed into national law in a way that social, ethical and environmental considerations can be included in public procurement processes.
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                            A new report released by UNISON demonstrates Private Finance Initiative (PFI) schemes do not out-perform public sector projects.
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                            In an important judgment Commission v Germany C-480/06 of 09 June 2009 the European Court of Justice confirmed once again that the inter-municipal cooperation does not fall under the application of EU rules on public procurement.
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                            EPSU took part in a hearing on 27 January in the European Parliament to prepare an own-initiative report on public procurement and service concessions which is expected shortly by EP rapporteur Heide Rühle.
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                            EPSU welcomes the report adopted by the European Parliament on 18 May on “new developments in public procurement”, rapporteur Heide Rühle MEP. EPSU had suggested a number of amendments to the report, emphasizing that the legal changes introduced by the Lisbon Treaty.
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