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            EPSU expresses solidarity with workers following tragic murder of psychiatrist in Italy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has expressed its deepest condolences to the family, friends, and colleagues of Dr. Barbara Capovani, a psychiatrist who was brutally murdered while carrying out her duties at a hospital in Pisa, Italy.
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            World Health Day 2023: workers call for urgent action to improve working conditions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2023, health and social care workers represented by the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) call for urgent action to improve working conditions, reminding policymakers that there is no healthcare without healthcare workers.
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            How can we protect those who protect us from the fire?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Firefighters serve as our front lines whenever disaster strikes - and disaster is striking more and more often.
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            Report argues for transformative action to tackle crises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe needs a “transformative and ambitious social transition to break the current cycle of crisis after crisis”, according to researchers at the European Trade Union Institute (ETUI).
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            Firefighters tell European Parliament that action is needed to stop occupational cancer

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament hears from firefighters in the frame of the debate on the legislation on the exposure of asbestos.
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            Union wants to see collective agreements against sexual harassment

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            A new survey by the Vision trade union shows that just over one in 10 social workers say they have suffered sexual harassment in the past year. The union is concerned that the relevant legislation is not being applied and wants to see local collective agreements with more effective measures to tackle the problem. The survey also found that one in seven women between the ages of 20 and 29 say they have been harassed in the past year by someone who is not a colleague. Vision says that local collective agreements can be negotiated to address all forms of harassment, including that by third



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Feb. 06, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            ETUC/EPSU/EFBWW reaction to report on asbestos of European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU reacted to the report of the European Parliament on asbestos with mixed feelings.
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            Health professionals’ union calls for action on violence
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                            A survey for the SAHP trade union found that 43% of its members faced violent threats at some point in 2022 and 22% were subjected to actual violence at some point during the year. The research revealed that mental illness and the influence of alcohol and/or drugs are the most common factors in violent incidents. Worryingly only half of those subjected to threats or violence say that some form of report was made. The SAHP says that employers should always show zero tolerance for threats and violence against healthcare professionals and must increase the preventive work with risk assessments
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            Union highlights guidance on facing violent incidents
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                            The Fp-Cgil public service federation has described the level of attacks on health workers as a national emergency. According to the INAIL institute for insurance against workplace accidents, in the last five years, there have been more than 12000 incidents at work classified as violence, aggression, threats and the like, with an average of about 2,500 per year, 75% of which affect women. The union argues that in this context, all preventive actions are indispensable and as part of its campaign “let's take care of those who care for us!”, the federation has reminded its members of the guidance
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            International support for picketing health workers in Turkey

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and PSI sent a letter to Koc University Hospital in Turkey protesting the dismissal of Devrimci Sağlık İş members and other serious accusations.
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            Commission recognises COVID as occupational disease after EPSU campaign

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has officially issued a recommendation to recognise COVID as an occupational disease.
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            EPSU discusses OSH achievements and future plans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 13 December 2022, EPSU hosted a health and social services (HSS) expert group meeting on occupational safety and health (OSH).
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            Violence and harassment at work from third parties is a social dialogue matter

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Incidences of third-party violence at work not only continue to remain high but are also on the increase across Europe, particularly in prison services, hospitals and local public transport sector.
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                            Launch of the Report: "Psychosocial Risks in the Healthcare and Long-Term Care Sectors"
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            Survey reveals high workloads and stress among government workers

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            A major survey by the ST trade union found that seven out of 10 government employees report feeling stressed at work, with many citing lack of influence at work as a contributing factor. The union found that state sector employees are more stressed than those in the labour market as a whole. Some 55% said that their workload had increased in the previous two years, with almost 30% feeling that they cannot speak up when they have too much to do. Threats and violence at work was mentioned by 34% of respondents, up from previous surveys with many saying they have not received sufficient support
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