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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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            National strike to hit ENEL energy company on 8 March

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU and PSI have sent solidarity greetings to the three union federations – Filctem-Cgil, Flaei- Cisl and Uiltec – in their dispute with the ENEL energy company. The three unions are planning national strike action on 8 March and began a month-long period of industrial action affecting overtime, travel and changes to working hours on 24 February. The unions are angry about the company’s unilateral plans to change working hours arrangements, to outsource operations on the electricity grid, and its refusal to renew the remote work agreement. The three federations argue that the measures will
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            Reaffirming Migrants’ Right to Health

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International (PSI) and the European Public Service Union (EPSU) mark International Migrants Day by strongly reaffirming the right to healthcare for all migrants regardless of legal status.
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            Single Permit Directive must strengthen rights for migrant workers in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined seventeen other European networks and organisations representing trade unions and NGOs to call on European policymakers not to trap migrant workers in exploitation
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            World Refugee Day 2023: solidarity, hope, and inclusion in a world faced with multiple crises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International - 20 June 2023 - World Refugee Day
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            Ambulance, council and water workers back industrial action
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                            In three separate disputes, members of the Fórsa and SIPTU trade unions have voted in favour of industrial action. In the ambulance service, SIPTU members voted with a 95% majority to back industrial action following the refusal of management to implement a restructuring plan that had been negotiated with and was fully supported by the union. Meanwhile, SIPTU members in the water sector will take strike action on 7 June unless there is a guarantee that their local authority pay and conditions will be protected when they transfer to a new employer, Uisce Éireann, a new standalone public utility
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            The humanitarian crisis on the EU-Belarus border must be a wake-up call for genuine asylum policy in the EU

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In an emergency statement adopted on 25 November, the leaders of EPSU affiliates express grave concerns regarding the humanitarian crisis on the EU Polish-Belarus border
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            Unions in public finance take action over restructuring

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  France


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions representing workers in the public finance directorate (DGFiP) will be taking strike action on 10 May in protest at the continuing restructuring of the organisation and to defend workers’ rights and working conditions. The unions say that 30000 jobs have been cut since 2008 and a long-running process of restructuring has been carried out with digitalisation a key driver. They want a hold on restructuring and relocation and are concerned that the digital transformation and other changes are having a negative impact not just on the workforce but also on the quality of service. The



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            Joint communique (FR)

                            Joint strike declaration Nanterrre (FR)

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            May. 05, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      




    
    
        
            European unions demand digital tools to enforce mobile workers’ rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ahead of the European Social Summit (7-8 May), European unions call upon the European Commission to launch the European Social Security Pass (ESSP) and to do so next year.
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            Health and social care: union defends works council but faces fight over dismissals

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Services union ver.di has successfully fought off attempts by the Nord Residenz care company to shut down the works council. On 27 April, the regional labour court in Bremen in North West Germany ruled against the company’s attempts to dismiss the works council chair and her deputy, expel them from the works council and dissolve the works council itself. Nord Residenz is owned by the French multinational Orpea. Ver.di welcomed the many messages of solidarity support from trade unions across Europe and interventions by the state government and mayor of Bremen. Meanwhile, the union faces a major
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  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The impact of the pandemic has led to restructuring of some care homes in the Brussels region where employers are arguing that declining occupation rates and costs of anti-COVID measures are making some homes unviable. The Armonea (Colisée) group has announced plans to close one facility (Sebrechts) with the loss of 108 jobs while unions at the Senior Living Group, part of the Korian multinational, are looking at ways to avoid compulsory redundancies with a range of measures. The unions at the Sebrecht care home have issued a strike notice and there is determination to fight what is seen as a
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            EPSU raises concerns about the termination of employment contracts in European Asylum Support Office

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent a letter to European Commission representatives about the termination of employment contracts of 40 temporary workers at EASO operations in Italy.
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            EU Dialogue, Local Solutions: kick-off webinar of the EPSU-CEMR joint project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Violence at work, gender inequality and the treatment of migrants regularly grab headlines.
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            European Parliament investigation into possible Frontex human rights abuses 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Tomorrow, 4th March, Frontex Executive Director, Fabrice Leggeri, will be grilled by MEPs on allegations of breaches of human rights, including irregular returns of asylum seekers.
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            ETUC Executive Committee – People’s recovery, future of Europe and condemnation of the coup in Myanmar

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s union leaders met to discuss the many developments in the EU and Europe.
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