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            EPSU solidarity with workers and unions’ protest against labour law reform in North Macedonia.

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined ITUC and others in expressing concerns over changes to labour legislation in North-Macedonia.
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            Central Europe – Western Balkan unions express solidarity with Hungarian childcare workers action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Hungarian childcare workers are demanding negotiations with the government on a new pay structure with the government.
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            Unions make progress in local negotiations
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                            In contrast to the continuing challenge to get the central government to award a general pay rise to public service workers and sign a collective agreement, the SSM confederation reports that unions are having considerable success at local level. The UPOZ and SUTKOZ trade unions are negotiating collective agreements with municipalities and local utilities companies, securing the targeted pay increase of 2806 denari (€45) and even setting up new trade union organisations. Recent deals have been negotiated in Stip, Prilep and Struga.
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            Strike action across the public sector

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  North Macedonia


        

                
                
        
                            The SSM trade union federation organised strike action across the public sector on 22 June. With inflation hitting double-figures, the federation is demanding a 2806 denari net (€45.5) increase for public sector workers in line with the increase in the national minimum wage. The union has been negotiating with the government with a view to achieving a pay increase this year had understood that the government would sign a collective agreement including a pay rise and discussions on future increases. However, it then became apparent that the resources to fund the pay rise had not been included
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            EU to do more to support health and social care sector and refugees in Central Europe and Western Balkans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Union representatives condemned the invasion of Ukraine by Russian troops 24 February.
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            EPSUs’ Central European and Western Balkan Constituency of unions: vaccinations, vaccinations...

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic is causing high numbers of infections, hospitalisations and death in the countries of the constituency.
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            The impact of the pandemic on public service workers – meeting over 120 union leaders in Central and Eastern Europe constituencies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The union leaders met to discuss how the pandemic and the measures to contain it are effecting workers during several events.
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            Union expresses concern about application of collective agreement

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      





  North Macedonia


        

                
                
        
                            Last month, the leadership of the UPOZ trade union representing administration, judicial system and civil society organizations met with the minister for labour for the first time. Top of the agenda was the branch collective agreement with the union expressing concerns about its application and in particular a clause about the payment of a holiday allowance. However, the union also raised other issues in relation to the agreement and social dialogue, including its right to be consulted over the state budget. EPSU has written to the prime minister expressing support for UPOZ and calling on him
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            Constituency Central Europe and Western Balkan: Unions see dramatic increases in COVID19 cases

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Like in other constituencies unions were reporting on the impact of the Corona-virus pandemic on their countries.
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            Federation secures key pension changes
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                            The SSM trade union federation has secured key changes to pension provision in draft legislation. The changes affect the number of years of contributions to get a pension, different retirement rules depending on the nature of work in different sectors, the possibility of early retirement from 60, the possibility for workers to make additional payments to improve their entitlement and extra years credited for workers in arduous occupations like construction.
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                            The SSM trade union federation has successfully negotiated a reversal of government plans to suspend the payment of allowances to public service workers during April and May. The plan was part of COVID-19 emergency measures and would have applied to a wide range of payments related to length of service, night work, annual and other leave, retirement and severance. The federation welcomed the change, underlining how social dialogue can work even in emergency situations.
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            On the eve of the EU-Western Balkans Summit, EPSU calls on both sides to ensure fair and sustained development for all

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the light of the COVID-19 pandemic such measures are needed more than ever.
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            Major breakthrough with first collective agreement in 25 years
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                            The UPOZ state administration and justice union is celebrating the signing of the first new collective agreement covering its members for 25 years. The agreement covers staff in administration and justice and related agencies and includes detailed provisions on pay and conditions that deliver improved rights for workers over and above legal rights and the general public sector agreement. It has 10 sections that cover a broad range of rules including on working time, sick pay, annual leave and other special leave arrangements, travel allowances and rules on the role of the trade union.
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            Success for Australian unions – solidarity works

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            For months, Australian trade unions have been fighting a piece of legislation that would make it very difficult for unions to organise themselves and represent workers.
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            EPSU joins global demand to stop draconian Australian laws that criminalise unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Australian Senate is considering the so-called “Fair Work (Registered Organisations) Amendment (Ensuring integrity) Bill 2019. EPSU has asked the senators to vote against the bill.
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            **POSTPONED TO MAY 17** Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee - Hospitals/Health Care Sector - Working Group 1
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            EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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    EPSU/industriAll Europe workshop on “A EU Grids Action Plan for a Just Energy Transition” – 12 March 2024
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            Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024

        
        

        Brussels Belgium
    

    Final meeting of the EU-funded EPSU-PSI project on Remunicipalisation/Insourcing (INQPS), 14 March 2024
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