
Unions protest over attacks on civil service status
 France 

Public service trade unions mobilised on 15 May for a demonstration outside the 
ministry for public service in protest at the spread of contractual employment and 
the erosion of civil service status. With over a million contractual workers making up 
a fifth of total civil service employment, the unions are concerned that the 
government's current plans, which include the prospect of increased use of 
contracts for public service workers, will further undermine civil service status. The 
unions argue that the poorer employment conditions of contractual workers are 
leading to increased inequality in the public service including a widening of the 
gender pay gap. This is one of the key issues behind the national day of strikes and 
protests on 22 May.
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