70000 join initial round of warning strikes

= Germany

Over 70000 workers joined the initial round of warning strikes in support of the
negotiations covering federal and municipal workers. The focus was on the North-
Rhine Westfalia region but further action is planned around the country, involving a
broad range of workers from childcare and water to administration and transport.
The services union ver.di is determined to secure a real wage increase for all
workers, ensuring that any percentage rise is underpinned by a flat-rate amount to
benefit lower paid workers.
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