
Turkish police go after trade unionists of KESK 
–again. Stop harassing the unions.

(19 February 2013) EPSU has been informed that almost 100 people have been 
arrested in raids including on trade union offices in Turkey. Trade unionists have 
been detained. The arrests are made in an attempt to find people linked to the 
suicide bomber that killed a security guard at the US embassy and which has been 
linked by the police to the organisation DHKP-C. EPSU rejects such acts of violence.

We condemn the massive attack by the Turkish state ruled by the AKP on trade 
unionists of the public service confederation of KESK and its affiliates. It is not the 
first time and many of our colleagues are in jail on trumped up charges without 
substantial evidence. Our colleagues are detained for months while waiting their 
trial. The European Commission and international human rights organisations have 
pointed out on several occasions that the laws relating to terrorist activity the 
Turkish government is using are flawed and are abused. The Turkish government is 
trying to break the trade union to silence outspoken critics.

EPSU will be in contact with the European Commission and others to convey our 
grave concerns over a deteriorating situation.

Police raids in Turkey on 19 February

- For background on the arrests

UPDATE on arrests: 151 trade unions jailed - letter from Lami Özgen,
KESK's President

letter from Kesk

EPSU letter to Turkish government: stop repression of trade unions
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