
Conference supports union struggle in Spanish 
prisons

 Spain 

Trade unions in the prisons sector in Spain - CCOO, UGT and Acaip-Uso - have been 
running a major campaign of mobilisation to put pressure on prison service 
management to negotiate to tackle major problems related to pay, understaffing, 
an ageing workforce and increased violence. However, some of their recent 
peaceful protests have been broken up by the police even causing injuries, in some 
cases serious, to union activists (see epsucob@NEWS 11). In a presentation to 
EPSU's Quality Employment conference, Jose Maria Lopez of CCOO, outlined the 
situation facing prison service workers, arguing that the government was allowing a 
managed decline with a view to privatising or outsourcing various parts of the 
service. The conference adopted a statement of support for the three Spanish 
unions and their current campaign.
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