
Union protests over low pay for local government 
workers

 Portugal 

The STAL local government has organised a demonstration outside the local 
government ministry on 9 February in protest at the government's failure to 
increase pay rates for the lowest paid municipal workers. A combination of a freeze 
in pay progression and a freeze on pay scales since 2009 means that workers on 
the bottom two pay scales have seen their pay rates (EUR 450 and EUR 532.08) 
overtaken by the national minimum wage (EUR 580). Under government proposals 
those on the two lowest pay bands will be stuck on the minimum wage, while those 
who progress to the third pay level will only see their pay improve by EUR 0.89. 
STAL wants an immediate response from the government to offer these workers, 
some with 20 years' service, more than just the minimum wage.
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