Civil service pay negotiations get underway

= Netherlands

Negotiations over a new collective agreement for civil servants have begun with
unions presenting central government minister Stef Blok with a petition signed by
over 30000 civil servants demonstrating the strength of feeling for a new collective
agreement. The main aims of the unions are to secure a 3% pay increase, a deal on
job security and an allowance in recognition of the long period (over four years)
without a revised collective agreement.
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