
Massive support for strikes but government 
intervenes in health sector

 Portugal 

Public service unions report very high levels of support for the national strike action 
on 14-15 February. All sectors of the public services were affected and this gives 
strength to the unions' claims to end the 10-year pay freeze and to address a wide 
range of other issues including career progression. Meanwhile, in relation to a 
separate action the SEP nurses' union has condemned the government for using its 
power of civil requisition to end a strike. The union argues that this is an excessive 
measure that undermines the right of healthworkers to take action and will, in any 
case, do nothing to resolve the dispute. Information on the right to strike in Portugal 
is now available in the new EPSU-ETUI series of country factsheets.
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