Unions take action in public services and Veolia

LT France

The pay freeze and job cuts in the public sector have prompted action by some
unions in February with the CGT taking strike action on the 5th and FO organising a
week of action 3-10 February with a national demonstration on the 7th. Their
principal demands focus on unfreezing pay, stopping the job cuts but there are also
broader demands about the minimum wage and a fairer tax system. Fairness is also
one of the factors behind the unions' joint call for strike action across the energy,
water and waste company Veolia which employs 50000 workers in France. The
CFDT, CFC, CFT and FO are calling for a general pay increase and higher minimum
wages at the group's subsidiaries across the country and criticise the company for
failing to protect employees' purchasing power and distributing company shares in
a way that disproportionately benefits senior management.
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