
Firefighters protest over careers, pensions and 
working time

 Portugal 

The STAL and STML unions representing firefighters organised a protest in Lisbon on 
16 April outside the Interior Ministry. The main concerns for the unions are about 
government proposals to reform the career structure for firefighters and to reduce 
retirement benefits. Other issues relate to payments for oncall time, 12-hour shifts 
and implementation of a pay structure that the two unions negotiated with the 
ministry. The unions have been frustrated by the government's reluctance to 
negotiate, delaying and then postponing a meeting due on 2 April.
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