
East-West pay convergence stalls
 Bulgaria  Croatia  Czech Republic  Estonia  Hungary  Latvia 

Lithuania  Poland  Romania  Slovak Republic  Slovenia 

An analysis by the European Trade Union Institute shows that wage convergence 
between East and West in Europe was steady up until 2008. However, since then 
the trend has either stalled or gone into reverse. Taking national average pay as a 
percentage of the average across the pre-2004 EU15, Croatia and Hungary show 
the largest increase in the pay gap since 2008. There were also increases in 
Slovenia, Czech Republic, Poland and Romania.Most progress was made in Bulgaria 
but from a very low level (11.8%) to 17.7%, still less than a fifth of average pay in 
the West.
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