
Commission is wrong to promote private sector 
in EU aid policy – EPSU Op-ed

(9 June 2017) The European Commissioner for development and aid is pushing for 
private sector involvement via PPPs in development and aid policy. An interview and 
article were published to make minds ripe for this transfer of public funds to private 
shareholders on the occasion of the EU’s Development Days 6 and 7 June. EPSU’s 
General Secretary voiced our concerns about public private partnerships in an Op-
ed in Euractiv. He underlines the problems PPPs bring based on the extensive 
research conducted by PSIRU and others and the experience of many unions in 
Europe and across the world. Corruption and increasing public debts are just two of 
the many concerns. He welcomes the Commissioner’s emphasis on building 
effective tax administrations. To be credible the EU needs to put its house in order, 
close tax havens and prevent tax avoidance in the EU and developing countries by 
supporting Public country by country reporting for example.
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