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We have recently been working closely with ETUC to influence the negotiations over 
the Transparent and Predictable Working Conditions Directive. The European 
Council and European Parliament discussing a compromise over the Commission’s 
proposal. Business interests are lobbying national governments hard to weaken the 
protections the directive would offer to workers. And the governments take on the 
role of employers in wanting to allow large groups of public service workers to be 
excluded from the minimum standards.

Member States don’t want to give full protection to workers on so-called zero- and 
low-hour contracts. EPSU’s Romanian affiliates have written to their government, 
which current holds the EU Presidency to try to influence the negotiations. EPSU and 
ETUC have also asked affiliates to intervene with their governments and contacts 
with the Parliament’s negotiators, the Commission and EU ambassadors are 
continuing. As we write, we don’t yet know the outcome of these debates which will 
be crucial for the EU to show that it can deliver improved protection for workers and 
that the Pillar of Social Rights really is more than a paper pledge.  

As the European elections get nearer, the Parliament is rushing through a lot of 
legislation. It agreed to set new exposure limits for workers to certain carcinogens. 
These include chemical agents like cadmium, beryllium, arsenic acid, formaldehyde 
and 4,4'-Methylene-bis(2-chloroaniline)(MOCA). On World Cancer Day, our 
firefighters’ network underlined the importance of such regulation. Unfortunately, 
the limits on cadmium only take effect after 8 years and in the intervening period 
the legislation provides for biological monitoring. There has been no discussion on 
the problems and safeguards and the ETUC rejects the use of biological monitoring 
as a personal exposure control method, because it measures the dose only after it 
has occurred and can be abused.

The European Council has stalled on the Drinking Water Directive, with no 
agreement so far on a common position. It will be a huge disappointment if the 
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Council doesn’t respond to the demands of Europe’s first ever successful European 
Citizens’ Initiative on the human right to water. As in the other cases above, it is 
Member States’ governments that fail to deliver, haunted as they are by the 
authoritarian, eurosceptic and extreme right. We need a Parliament with a 
progressive majority to challenge the governments that do everything to hollow out 
what the EU can stand for. The elections in May are crucial for working men and 
women.

But rather than urging more European cooperation and calling for more public 
investment in public infrastructure and public services with the threat of recession 
looming, some government leaders like those in Germany and Italy are actually 
arguing for renewed austerity (yes, you read that correctly). This fails to 
acknowledge that this is a policy recipe has not delivered and is the worst possible 
way forward as, rather than tackle austerity, it will make the  recession even worse. 
It will hurt working men and women and our communities. How foolhardy is this? 
Coordinated austerity has been rejected by the people and is really not the way 
forward for progressives to win in the EP elections.
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