Palace workers and outsourced staff strike over
pay and pensions
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Workers at the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, employed
by the Aramark and Engie outsourcers, went on strike on 14 February in protest at
low pay. Many of the cleaners, caterers, security and portering staff are on the
official minimum wage (GBP 7.83 (EUR 8.90) for those aged 25 and over) but are
demanding the unofficial living wage (GBP 10.55 an hour, EUR 12.00). Meanwhile,
workers at the Historic Royal Palaces, including the Tower of London, took strike
action on 6 February in protest at planned cuts to their pension scheme. The
workers, members of the PCS and GMB trade unions, are planning further action on
16 and 21 February.
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